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HE difpenſations of Divine Providence 
towards us as a nation, and body politic, 
have at preſent a very melancholy and threat- 
ening aſpect. Thoſe who have underſtanding 
in any meaſure to diſcern the ſigns of the 
times, cannot but perceive awful tokens of God's 
anger 158 farms g. N us appearing it in 


Weng 
” c 


War i is the cauſe of all the ende di- 
viſions and animoſities that take place in the 
nation, particularly with regard to the public 
intereſts, and the management of public affairs? 
What is it that has divided, and-disjointed this 
once mighty and flouriſhing empire? What has 
kindled the fire of contention between us and 


our colonies in America, which hath broke forth 


into ſuch a flame, as, without ſome ſignal in- 
terpoſition of Divine Providence, is likely to 
devour both ? Is it not the anger of the Lord? 
Whence is it that the miniſters and ' profeſſors 
of * are ſo divided in * and af- 


ſection: 
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2 en 5 41 ix. 19. $ Deut. xxix. 24. 


vi B N E E A c F. 
fection; that inſtead of edifying one another iff 


love, aſſiſting and encouraging each other in the 
ſervice of God, their minds are often filled with 


ſuch inveterate againſt one another, 


that they ſeem to take pleaſure in contradicting, 


reproaching, reviling, bitingand devouring each 


other? Is it not becauſe the Spirit of the Lord | 


is withdrawn ? And can there be a more c 
or a more ful token of his diſpleaſure * 


ls it not through: the wrath of the Lord of uti 


that the land is darkened, and the people are to one 
another as the: fuel of ire; ſo that no man ſpar- 


eth his brother t? Is the Lord in ſo many differ, 


ent ways ſhewitig his anger and diſpleaſure 
againſt us, and ſhall we fill continue inſenſible, 
ſtupid, unconcerned and ſecure? Is it not high 
time for us to awake out of ſleep ; to ſearch into 


the cauſes of the controverſy that God is plead- 
ing with us; and inquire, / bat meaneth the heat © 


of thts gredt:anger & The Lord doth not afflift 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men. He 


5 is never angry without a cauſe; and it is fin 
alone that provokes him to anger againſt a peo 
pie. Our iniquities we may be ſure are the 
cauſe of all the judgments and calamities that 

are; or may be brought upon us. Mott of the 


fins Which have at any time provoked God to 


puniſh à people with national judgments, are 
ta be found among us without any particular 


N narrow ren Ektzsi are multi- 
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codes who declare their fin as Sodom, and hide it 
not. There is ſearce any one precept of the 
Divine Law that is not openly violated among 
us, in the moft preſumptuous and daring 1 man- 
ner. Befides the flagrant immoralities that ev 

where abound, and atrocious acts of wickedneſs 

that are committed among us without ſhame or 
bluſhing, there are fins no leſs diſpleaſing to 
God, which ate more concealed, and, without 
a diligent and narrow ſearch, apt to eſcape the 
_ obſervation of the guilty. Theſe are ſometimes 
the principal cauſes of the Lord's contending 


with a people, and the ſource of thoſe evils that 
are moſt apparent among them. 


"Tit. open fins be acknowledged, lamented 
and forſaken, and ſecret fins ſearched out, con- 
feſſed and mourned over, we have no reaſon to 
think that God will turn from the fierceneſs of 
his wrath; many effects of which we are now 
groaning under; and we have cauſe to fear that 
more dreadful effects of it are not far diſtant. 
A ſenſe of duty, and a deſire to contribute my 
endeavours-for exciting to fuch- exerciſe as the 
Lord, both by bis word and the diſpenſations of 
his Providence, is evidently calling us to at this 
time, I hope were the prineipal motives which 
induced me to publiſh the following Diſcgurſes; 
which, though delivered in a n and familia: 
_ ſtyle, I hope will be found 1 N to the 


Scriptures of truth. 
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| Tar all ranks and degroes of men among us, 2 
princes, nobles, judges, magiſtrates, miniſters, 

and people, may be awakened to a ſerious con- 
ſideration of their ways; that God may pour out 
upon them a ſpirit of faith, repentance and re- 
formation, grace and ſupplication; that he may 
yet be favourable to our land, forgive our iniquity, 
and cover all our fin ; that he may graciouſly re- 
turn to us, dwell among us, and rejoice over us 


5 do us good, is the earneſt deſire and prayer 
1 
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| An unworthy miniſter of the Goſpel, : 
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| London, Feb. gth, 1777, 
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The reader is defired to correct a few miſlakes in the 


printing ; 0 

that have been obſerve. 0 
Page 9. line 7. read, ſounding of thigmountgins: F 

h Page $7. line 2g. read, may be. b 
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| Ez ER. vii. 12. | 
K Wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 


aA D is the caſe of a people, of a land, of a 
church, of a nation, to which theſe words 
are applicable. Yet if we take a view of 
the ſtare of matters among us at this day; if 
we ſeriouſly conſider the many evidences of the 
Lord's departure , from us, the many awful 
tokens of his anger appearing in various diſ- 
penſations of his providence towards us; the 
calamities that are already brought upon us, 
and thoſe that, without ſome remarkable in- 
terpoſition of divine providence, are likely to 
be brought upon us as a nation; we ſhall find 
too much reaſon to think that there never was 
a nation, or people, to whom they were more 
applicable, than they are to ourſelves at this 
. juncture. . 

All have ſinned, and deten there is wrath 
upon all. Our princes, counſellors, courts of 
judicature, both civil and eccleſiaſtical, churches, 
congregations and particular perſons, mipiſters 
and profeſſors of religion have ſinned, and 
therefore the Lord is angry and contending 
with them; Wrath is upon all the multitude 


* And one of the cleareſt evidences and 
B ſaddeſt 


( 2 2.) - 
ſaddeſt effects of that wrath is, that it is cher | 
felt nor feared by the far greater part of the 
Preſent generation; but they are careleſs and 
ſecure, ſtupid and unconcerned under all the 
tokens of God's anger gone forth againſt us. 
They flatter themſelves that they ſhall have 
peace, though they walk after the imaginations 
of their own evil hearts. But if they ſtill con- 
tinue impenitent, they will find themſelves Fen 
deceived and diſappointed in the iſſue; 
though the Lord is flow to anger, be will nat C 
all acquit the wicked; but will at laſt take venge- 
' ance on his adverſaries, and render a recom- 
pence to his enemies, for whom wrath 'is re- 
ſerved. They ſhall not be able to ſtand before 
His indignation, and his fury will be poured 
out upon them like fire, Nah. i. 2, 3, 6. Per- 
ſons may be under wrath, and not feel it for a 
time, but they will be made to feel it at laſt; 
for it all fall with pain upon the head of the - 
wicked, Jer. xxx. 23. For a time the finners in 
Zion may be ſecure, may ſlight. the ſharpeſt 
reproofs and plaineſt warnings that are given 
them, and deſpiſe the moſt awful threatnings 
that are denounced againſt them in the word of 
God, and from it. But the time is coming 
when they ſhall be awakened to Purpoſe, and 


1 25 fearfulneſs ſhall ſurprize them. The time is 


near when thoſe who are now at eaſe ſhall be 
*afflifted, mourn and weep 3 when the careleſs 
ones ſhall be troubled and tremble, James iv. 9. 
chap. aj 29h i. 14, Vaiab XXxii. 2 10, 1 


= 3) 
The prophet Ezekiel had a commiſſion from 
the Lord to deliver his meſſag e to the Jewiſh 
captives” in Babjlon, ſome. yrs before Jeruſa- 
len was deſtroyed, and the land of Judab laid 
waſte by the Chaldrans. ® Many of thoſe who 
had been carried captive with Jeboiachin, king 
of Judab, continued unhumbled and impeni- 
tent, notwithſtanding all che judgments that 
hatl been brought upon them. They flattered 
themſelves with hopes of a ſpeedy reſtoration 
to their own land, to their eftates, poſſeſſions, 
and former privileges, and thus hardened ther 
ſelves in their impenitency. They were encou- 
raged to entertain theſe vain hopes, to amũſe 
- themſelves with pleaſing dreams of a ſpeedy 
"deliverance from their captivity, by Fauamiab, 
and other falſe prophets in the land of Judab ; 
Sho pretended to aſſure them, that in a ſhott 
time God would break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon from off their necks, and bring thein 
back to their own land . To beat Lond their 
vain confidence and preſumption, which were 
ſupported and cheriſhed” by their fooliſh ex- 
pectations of a ſpeedy releaſe from their cap- 
"tivity ; and excite them to humble themſelves 
before the Lord, whoſe hand was already in an 
| awful manner ſtretched out againſt chem, and 
return to him by true repentance; the pro- 
phet Ezekiel was ſent to warn them of the de- 
e Jadzucan chat were to be brought 
c | B 2 A .v on 


Jer. viii. 1==4, 10, 11; 
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0 4). . 
upon Jaga, and the — land of Tudab 
"and Iſrael. Of theſe we have ſome awful threat- 


ninęs in the three foregoing chapters, in this 
chapter, and in ſome 0 chapters of * 


prophecy, 


In this chapter the deſtruction of Terafalew, 


| and of the cities of Judab and [frael, is foretold. 


Concerning the deſtruction here n uk is 
intimated that, 


1, It would be A ** deſtruction- vii is all. 


ed an end- An end, the end is, come upon the four 


corners of the land, ver. 2. God had formerly 
ſmitten the Jewiſh. nation with various judg- 
ments, but ſtill there Wasa number of inhabi- 
"rants left in Jeruſalem, in the cities and villages 
of Judab and Jrael. But now the end was 
come. . Jeruſalem was to be deftroyed, and the 


| whole * 45 Jud | laid ne. There was 


„ & 


"They. were no more to be eee | their 
oyn Kings of the family of David, but to be 
captives and daves to the. king of Babylon; or 
. diſperſed. through. various countries, where they 
would lead the moſt vretched lives, and be ex- 
poſed to troubles and calamities of various 
kinds. There Was to be an end of their eſtates 


| and poſſeſſions in the land. of fudab. There was 
to be an end of their temple-ſacrifices and ſer- 
| VICES 3 for the temple itſelf was to be deſtroyed 
and laid | in aſhes. - | _There was to be an end of 


their 


65905 


cheir ligious,. liberties and LM which. 

wer K ſo long enjoyed, but adly miſim- 

N An end was alſo to be put to the 

liyes of many of the inhabitants of the land, 

who were to be cut off by the ſword, famine. 
and peſtilence, | 


What is here threatned will at laſt Kava a 
full accompliſhment in the. deſtruction of all 
impenitent fingers. An end will come with 
reſpe& to them. There will ſhortly be an end 
of all their carnal pleaſures, delights and diver- 
ſons ; of their honours and riches; of their . 
earthly comforts and enjoyments; of their traf- 
fic and merchandize; of their worldly buſi- 
neſs and employments; and of all their vain 
purſuits after happineſs in the preſent liſe. 
There will be an end of all their ſpiritual pri- 
vileges: of all their hypocritical worſhip and 
ſervices; of all their hopes of heaven and hap- 
pineſs. The things which belong to their peace 
will ſoon be hid from their eyes; totally and 
| finally hid. An end will ſhortly be put to all 
the ſeaſons. of grace which they now enjoy, and 
the day of their merciful viſitation will iſſue. in 
an everlaſting night of anguiſh, horror and 
deſpair. O that they were wiſe, that they under- 
flood this, that ey would conf, der their latter 
end“. 

2. It would be a fearful demo a de- 
ee in which God would ſhew his anger 

2 3 . and. 
HY * Deut. xxxii. 29. 4 


. ” D 
” 1 > 
— —- — ———ñ ar i — 


' 
; 
7 
. 
: 
$ 
: 
: 
" 


anger upon them, ver. * and 


may be ſaid to be come. Notwithſtanding all 


(6: ) | 
and diſpleaſure againſt them in an awful man- | 
ner. Hence it is ſaid that h would ſend bis 

Tor in 125 judge- 
ments and calamities by which their deſtruction 
was to be effected he would pour out bis fury 

on them, and accompliſh his anger upon them, 
ver. 8. He had often dealt gently with them 
before, ſpared and pitied them, when his hand 
was lifted up, and ſeemed ready to deſtroy them. 
But now he threatens that his eye ſhould not 
ſpare, and that he would not have pity, ver. 9. 
There is ordinarily much mercy in God's dif- 
penſations towards ſinners while the day of his 
patience is continued. But when once that is 
ended, he will no more ſpare or have pity upon 
them. The time is coming when be that made 
them will not have mercy upon them, and he that 
formed them will ſbe them no favour, Upon fin- 
ners be will rain fire and . e wrath without 
the leaſt mixture of merey“. 


3. It was an imminent deſtruction. It was 
near; ſo near that it is ſpoken of as already 
come, ver. 2, 3. The end is come upon the 
four corners of the land. Now is the end 
come; ver. 5, 6.—An evil, an only evil, behold, is 
come. An end is come, the end is come, it watcheth 
for thee, behold, it is come. A ſinful people may 
be very careleſs and ſecure when their deſtruc- 
tion is near; ſo near that it is juſt at hand, and 


the awful threatnings which the prophets in the 


name 
. Iſa. xxvii. 11. Pal xi. 6. 


| (7) 
name of the Lord denounced againſt Judab 
and Jeruſalem, the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants were as unconcerned and ſecure as if they 
had been in no danger. They endeavoured to 
perſuade themſelves that the evil day foretold 
would never come, or at leaſt they put it far 
away. They flattered themſelves that Jeruſalem 
was ſo ſtrongly fortified, that it was impregna- 
ble; and that becauſe. it was the holy city, 
where the temple ſtood, no enemy would be 
permitted to prevail againſt it. But they were 
ſoon convinced of their miſtake. They ſoon 
found that the temple of the Lord could be no 
ſecurity to them, when they had by their ſins 
made the Lord of the temple their enemy. No. 
external privileges will ſecure a people from 
ruin when they obſtinately perſiſt in a courſe 
of ſin. | 
4. The deſtruction threatned was a deſerved 
deſtruction; a deſtruction that was the juſt 
puniſhment of their iniquities. By all the judg- 
ments and calamities that were to be brought 
upon them, God would only judge them ac- 
cording ta their ways, and recompence them 
for all their abominations, ver. 3. I will ſend 
mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee accord- 
ing to thy ways, and will recompen/e upon thee all 
thine abominations, ver. 9. I will recompenſe thee 
according to thy ways, and thine abominations that 
are in the midſt of thee, and ye ſhall know that I 
am the Lord that ſmiteth, The puniſhment of 
ſin never exceeds the demerit of it, but till 
e fall 


(4 8 g) 
falls ſhort of it; for no creature is able to bear 
the puniſhment that ſin deſerves. I. he moſt 
fearful torments which the damned will ſuffer” 
eternally in hell will fall very far ſhort of what | 
their ſins deſerve, of what the leaſt fin deſerves. 
Did men believe this, how careful would they 


be to avoid lin ! Koh would teat it as the” 
greateſt evil. + 


5. It was a certain deſtruction; What 8 
could not eſcape.” The prophets, particularly 
the prophet aiab, had many years before 


warned the inhabitants of Jeruſalem and the 


people of Judah of their danger, and foretold 


the defolating judgments that were to be 


brought upon them, and perhaps many of them ; 
were alarmed and put into a fright for a time. 

But when theſe Judgments were delayed,. they 
became fecure as before; and concluded within 


themſelves that no ſuch things as the prophets 


foretold were to be feared; and that it Was 
only a falſe alarm that had been given to frighten 
them. Nor is it- improbable that Satan, as a 
lying ſpirit in the mouth of ſome of the falſe 
pfophets, had ſo far counterfeited the true pro- 
phets of the Lord, as to foretell ſome dreadful 
Judgments and calamitics, and determine the 
time of their approach, with a deſign to deceive 


and harden the people in ſin. And when theſe 


had been found to be falſe, an impenitent peo- 


ple who loved to flumber, and were averſe 
"yn We to wy keg that * diſturb 
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« 9.0. | 
them in the enjoyment of thoſe carnal pleaſures 
and delights they were ſo fond of, would 
be apt to conclude that the prediction“ of the 
true prophets were falſe too. Perhaps the falſe 
prophets, inſtigated by the great deceiver, had 
endeavoured to perſuade the people that ſome 
things; ſuch as, the funding the mountains, 
or ſome fearful noĩſe heard from the mountains, 
probably in the night, were ominous, and pre- 
ſages of the calamities foretold, though they 
might proceed from unknown cauſes; or per- 
haps lrad no exiſtence but in the imaginations 
of ſome deluded perſons, during the panic oc- 
caſioned by the lying predlictions of ſome wicked 
impoſtors, which they were more ready to 
hearken to, than to what the prophets of the Lord 
declared in his name. But as nothing remarkable 
followed thoſe pretended ſigns and prodigies, 
which were thought to be warnings of ſome dire- 
ful calamity ; and thus the prediftions which 
they were ſuppoſed to confirm were found to be 
falſe ; they were apt to flatter themſelves, that 
the moſt awful threatnings "which the prophets 
of the Lord denounced againſt them in his 
name, would prove ſo too; or that though they 
might frighten in the mean time, they would 
never have adn accompliſnment. Thus they 
were more hardeed, and became more ſecure 
than they were before. But the prophet aſſures 
them, that the warning now given them was no 
Mic rags Jy Uſd the N of” che mountains 3 
but 
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On) 
oy 57 what he foretold concerning the 


1 15 that were to be brought upon 
r land would certainly and ſpeedily be ful- 


| rich ver. 7. The morning is come upon thee, Oo 


1 that dwelleſt in the land: the time is come, 
the day of trouble is near, and not the ſounding again 
of the mountains. . 


6. It was to be an univerſal deſtruction, ſuch 
as would reach to all corners of the land, ver. 2. 
The judgments and calamities threatned were 
what perſons in every ſtation, in every condi- 
tion, were to ſhare in; for the viſion is ſaid to 


be concerning the whole multitude thereof, ver. 13. 


As it was with the ſeller, it would be with the 
buyer. The rich would not eſcape more than 
the poor. Thoſe who had fair eſtates and large 
pens would not be able to ſecure them- 

from the ſtrokes of God's vengeance, more 
than others. Death puts rich and poor, great 
and ſmall, noble and ignoble, the prince and 
the peaſant, upon a level: and national judg- 
ments often do ſo too. It is juſt that thoſe who. 
have been guilty of the ſame ſins, ſhould ſuffer 
the ſame puniſhment. _ The great ones of this 
world deceived, like the prince of Tyre*, by the 
pride of their hearts, too often act as if their 
exalted ſtations did free them from all obliga- 
tions to yield obedience to the divine law; as if 


it were their prerogative to ſin with impunity. 


|; Hence fornication, whoredom, adultery, the 


r WS neglect 


V Ezek, xxviii. 2, 12, 17. 


>. *<— 


( 11 5 
negleck of divine orcinantes, oontetpt of God's 
word; breach of ſabbath; the habitual neglect of 
Gods Worſhip in their” families and in ſecret, 
with other fins of à like nature, are frequent 
among them. But if they continue thus to 
deſpiſe their Maker, violate his holy law, and 
rebel againſt his authority, they will ſpon find 
to their confuſion, that he will not ſuffer their 
ſins to go unpuniſhed, more than thoſe that ate 
committed by the'meaneſt of mankind. Their 
fins are more highly aggravated than the fins of 
other men, and therefore their puniſhment wilt 
be more ſevere and intolerable. 


| Should any aſk, why the deſtruction threatned 
in this chapter was to be brought upon the land 
of Hal, we have an anſwer to this queſtion in 
s the words of oür text. The Lord was angry 
with the inhabitants of the land; with the king, 
princes, nobles, prieſts, prophets, and people: 
Wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 


In thele words more particularly we may 
obſerve, 


I. The cauſe of all the troubles and calami- 
ties that God threatned to bring upon 1 
and Jeruſalem, It was the wrath of the Lord 

Sin was the procuring cauſe, and the anger, or 
wrath of God the moving, or impulſive cauſe of 
all the deſtroying and deſolating judgments that 
were to be brought upon them. By wrath here 
we may underſtand either God's anger and diſ- 
pleaſure, or the effects of i it. In both theſe re- 


ſpects 


(42 20) 
re was wrath upon all the inhabitants 
of the land. God was angry with them; with 
rulers both civil and eccleſiaſtical, and with all. | 
the people, ſubject to their authority; becauſe | 


ſpects the 


they had all ſinned againſt him. They had all . 
contributed to the national guilt; ſome one way, 
ſome another, but all one way or other. Cod 
was angry with the wicked, with unregenerate 
ſinners among them, ſo as to puniſh them in a 
way of vindictive wrath, and theſe it is proba-. 
ble made the far greater part of them, He Was 
angry with his own people, becauſe eyen with 
them were to be found ſins againſt the Lord 
their God. They were not liable to avenging 
wrath, or any effects of it, but God was angry 
with them, ſo as to ſmite them with the rod of 
correction; and it is probable that not a few of 
ol them did fall in the common calamity. The 
7 ople of God may be ſubjected to the moſt 
readful judgments and calamities, as far as 
they are of a temporal nature, when God is cor- 
recting them for their ſins, and he may purſue 
the quarrel with them even unto death“, Their 
being left to fall in a time of common calamity 
may be part of that chaſtiſement by which God 
ſhews his anger and diſpleaſure againſt them for 
their fins; yet, with reſpect to them, his anger 
1 is not that of an incenſed judge, but that of a 
compaſſionate and merciful father. Though he 
may be angry with them ſo as to correct them 
| rr. with 
. * "LN xii, _ 0 xi. 90. 25 
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ib great Jevericy, fill he lives. them, In 
ring them. he ſpares. chem; not only ſo as 


hot to deſtroy them, but lo as not to do them 
any real hurt“. 


„A God was angry with his people in Judah 
and Jeriſalem, the effects of his anger, and marks 
of his diſpleaſure might be ſeen with all of them. 
There was that to be found with princes, prieſts 
and people which ſhewed that the Lord was 
angry with them; He had made the wiſdom 
of their wiſe men, of their king and his coun- 
ſellors, of thoſe who took the lead in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs, to periſh; given 
them up to a ſpirit of infatuation, ſo that the 
ſchemes which they formed for ſecuring the 

intereſts of the nation, ſerved only to haſten its 
ruin. God had alſo withdrawn from the prieſts 
and prophets. They did not and in bis counſel. 
He did not reveal his mind and will to them, 
as he had done to the prieſts and prophets in 
former times. The prieſts who handled the law 
- knew him not, Jer. ii. 8. The ſun had gone down 
oper the prophets, and the day was dark over them, 
Mic. iii. 6. The prophets and ſeers were covered, 
ſo that zbe vifion of all was become to them like 
the words of 4 book that is ſealed, Ifa. xxix. 10,11. 
What God deſig ned, and directed them to hy 
the various * of his providence, was 
hid from their view. They had no underſtand- 
ing to auler the ſigns of the times, or know 
| what 
C Mal, iii. 17. Pal. 3 30—34. Rom, viii. 28. 


| (149 
Nan Mow © 6 10 do. Thus it was with the 
them, though there were ſome 
£35 as 22 in the find, of Fiudah, and Ez2- 
kiel among the captives in "Bubylon, to whom 
God was pleaſed to reveal his will; and who 
were enabled faithfully to diſchatge the duties 
of their function, by warning a ſinful and 
impenitent people of their Cubes and calling 
them to return to the Lord by true repentance, 
and a thorough reformation ; and at the fame 
titne laying before them the grounds of the 
controverſy that he was pleading: with ther. 
| There were alfo evident tokens of God's anger 
appearing with the body of the people, in the 
11 ſpiritual judgments that they were under, and 
| in many temporal judgments and calamities 
J that were brought upon them. There was no 
4 order, no ſociety of men, upon which one that 
had the ſpirit of diſcerning might not perceive 
ſome melancholy tokens of God's anger and 
| diſpleaſure. Tee Was _ all the ny 
| | * thereof. © 11; 
| 2. We may wire who! were the Beers of | 
oe wrath : Not the beatben, b never en- 
joyed the benefit of divine revelation) and there- 
fore were ignorant of the true God, "and made 
no profeſſion of his name; but Maul, to whom 
the divine oracles were n whom God 
had -owned a ſpecial relation to, dealt very 
graciouſly with and wrought many deliverances 
for; Who had ul * the TR of God's gra- 
_ cious 


2 
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cious preſence with them, and enjoyed many 
precious autward privileges. We might add, 
that they ſtill kept up a form of religion; many 
of them did punctually attend upon the ordi- 
nances of God, and perform all external duties 
of religion, which is more than can be ſaid of 
the greater part of the preſent generation. God 
did alſo continue to carry on a gracious corre- 
ſpondence with them by the miniſtry of the 
prophets, and there was a remnant among them 
who truly feared the Lord, and did /igh and 
c for all the abominations done in uhe midi 
of them“. Yet none of all theſe things could 
ſecure them from ruin and deſolation, when the 
generality of them continued impenitent, and 
refuſed to return to the Lord. We * * 
ſer ye. 

3. The extent of that wrath ha bans 
of in the text; it was not upon a few notorious 
tranſgreſſors only, but upon all ranks and de- 
groes of men ; upon high and low, rulers. and 
ſubjects; pan all the multitude thergof. There 
was wrath not only upon thoſe who had been 
ring- leaders in idolatry, apoſtaſy and other kinds 
of of wickedneſs but,alſo upon. thoſe wha were 
free from the more groſs enormities and daring 
abominations that were committed among them. 
God was angry with ſome for their idolatry and 
open forſaking of the worſhip of the true God: 
He was gry with others for their acts of in- 

6 juſtice, 


(46) 
Joes; violence and oppreſſion. He was angry 
with others for their manifeſt impiety and pro- 
faneneſs. He was angry with others for their 
formality and hypocriſy in the exerciſes of his 


lukewarmneſs and indifferency about the mat 
ters of God; for their conniving at the ling of 
others, or at leaſt for neglecting to bear teſti- 
mony againſt them in fuch a manner as they 
ought to have done. He was angry with ſome 
becauſe they changed the ordinances, corrupted 
the worſhip of God by the addition of idolatrous 
and ſuperſtitious rites, borrowed from the hea- 
then, or invented by themſelves. He was angry 
with others becaufe they neglected the ordi- 
nances and duties of religious worſhip. He was 
angry with others becauſe they attended upon 
the former, and performed the latter, in a car- 
nal, careleſs, and ſuperficial manner. He waz 
angry with ſome becauſe they denied, or deſerted 
the truth, embraced notions and "opinions'in- 
conſiſtent with what Mo/es and other faithful 
prophets of the Lord had taught them concern- 
ing the purity of God's worſhip. ' He was angry 
with others becauſe they were not valiant for 
the truth upon the earth“, did not ſhew a he- 
2 zeal for the purity of divine inſtitu- 
He was angry with ſome for their open 
h — He was angry with others for their 


| ferret abominations. There were ſcaree any 


among 


. 
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«worſhip. He was angry with ſome for their 
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among them of whom it might not be ſaid, as 
it was of the church of Epbęſus, Rev. ii. 4. that 
the Lord had ſomewhat againſt them, and there- 
fore there was wrath upon them all. Thoſe 
who had nothing to fear from vindictive wrath, 
being taken into a ſtate of reconciliation with 
God, as were all true believers among them, 
were liable to ſad ſtrokes in a way of fatherly 
chaſtiſement. Thus in one reſpect or other 
wrath was upon all the multitude thereof: 

Wrath is upon all the waltizude thereof. 


From the words hit explained we may -4 
ſerve, 


That 1T 1s SOMETIMES THE MELANCHOLY 
CASE OF A PROFESSING PEOPLE, THAT Gob 18 
ANGRY WITH ALL RANKS AND DEGREES OF PER- 
SONS AMONG THEM, Or WRATH IS UPON ALL 
THE MULTITUDE THEREOF ; and WHEN IT 15S 80 
THEY ARE IN A MOST DEPLORABLE CONDITION : 
Wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 


In diſcourſing on this ſubject we ſhall ſhew, 


I. When God inay be faid to be angry with 
the whole body of a profeſſing people, or with 
all ranks and degrees of perſons among them. 


II. Why God is ſometimes thus angry with a 
profeſſing people, with all ſorts of perſons among 
them, ſo that it may be ſaid that wrath is upon 
all the multitude thereof. 


C Eu: III. That 


( 18 ) 

III. That when the Lord is angry with the 
whole body of a profeſſing people, wich all 
orders and degrees of men, with all ſorts of 


perſons among them, they are in a * 1200 
rable condition. 


IV. Make ſome e improvements of the 
ſubj ect. 


But as the time allotted for this diſcourſe will 
not permit us to proceed farther at preſent, we 


ſhall defer the proſecution of this ſubje& till 
afterwards, 


' 
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DISCOURSE II. 


4 | EZzEK. vii. 12. 
| Wrath is upon all the multitude thereof. 


N diſcourſing from this text we propoſed firſt 

to ſhew, when God may be ſaid to be angry 
with a le, or nation profeſſing religion, the 
whole bo ay of them. 

God is doubtleſs then angry with the whole 
body of a profeſſing people; with all ranks.and 
degrees of perſons among them; ſo as it may be 
ſaid that wrath is upon all the multitude thereof; 

1. When ſin becomes univerſal among them; 
when all ranks have corrupted their ways; when, 
in a moral ſenſe, the whole bead is fick, and the 
whole heart faint ; and from the ſole of the foot to 
the crown f the head there is no ſoungneſs ; but 
wounds, and bruiſes, and putriſying ſores, Ia. i. 

5, 6. There cannot be a more certain evidenee 
df God's anger againſt a perſon, or people, 
than their being left to continue in the practice 
of fin. Aftiftions are ſometimes effects and evi- 

8 dences 

The former diſcoufſe was delivered June 12; 1776, 
being a day of faſting and humiliation, in the morning, 
and this in the afternoon that ſame day. 

The introduRtion to this diſcourſe, and ſuch a repetition 
of the foregoing doctrine and heads as was neceſſary for 
the ſake of thoſe who had not an opportunity of hearing 
the former diſcourſe, are for obvious reaſons here omit- 
ted. What was added to it by way of application, was 
either delivered extempore, or may be found at the end of 
the following diſcourſe, delivered on the following Lord's 


day, where ſome inferences are deduced for the i improve- 
ment of the text and doctrine. 


(20) 

dences of God's anger, but they are not always 
ſo. God ſometimes afflifts thoſe whom he 
dearly loves. No one was more beloved by 
God, or a greater favourite of heaven, than Jab; 
for God gave ſuch an honourable character of 
him as is ſcarce given to any other ſaint in Scrip- 
ture, while he declared not only that he was a 
perfect and upright man, but that there was 
none like him in the earth; Jeb i. 8. ii. 3. Yet 
no one in that period, or perhaps in any other, 
was more afflicted than he. Afflictions there- 
fore, though very grievous, are not always a 
certain indication of God's anger and diſplea- 
ſure. But the practice of ſin perſiſted in always 
is ; for God 1s ever angry with the wicked ; 
Pſalm vii. 11. Wherever therefore we ſee one 
living! in the breach of God's law, or tranſgreſs- 
ing it by a courſe of open wickedneſs, that per- 


ſon we may be ſure is the object” of God's 
wrath. 


Continuance in fin is not only a cauſe of V 
God's anger, but is alſo often an effect of i it; 
and indeed there cannot be a more certain evi- 
dence of God's anger, or a more dreadful judg- 
ment on this ſide hell, than for a perſon to be 
given up to the power of fin, and ſuffered to 
continue in the practice of fin, What is ſaid of 
the adulterer, or whoremonger, may be ſaid of 
all other ſinners. We are told that the acts of 
uncleanneſs committed by the former ſhew that 
he is abhorred by the Lord, Prov. xxii. 14. In 
like manner all thoſe acts of wickedneſs that are. 
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cormtfhitted by the latter, and perſiſted in with- 
out repentance, make it evident that the Lord 
is angry with them, and that they are abhorred 
by him. Thus, when impiety and profaneneſs 
become general among a people, we may cer- 
tainly conclude, that the Lord is angry with the 
whole body of them. When the contagion of 
ſin has infected all orders and degrees of men; 
when it hath ſpread through the whole body 
politic, it is an evidence that wrath is upon that 
people, upon all the multitude thereof. 


When God returns to a people in mercy, he 
not only pardons, but purifies them. When he 
turns away his anger from them, he cauſes them 
to turn from fin to himſelf, Thus he promiſed 
to deal with the Fewif captives when he 
turned from the fierceneſs of his anger, and 
| was about to deal favourably with them. When 
he delivered them from their captivity, he 
promiſed at the ſame time to cleanſe them from 
their iniquity, Jer. xxxiii. 7, 8. I will cauſe the 
captivity of Judab, and the captivity of Ifrael'to 
return, and will build themas at the firſk. And1 
will cleanſe ' them from all their iniquity whereby 
they have ſinned againſt me, and I will pardon all 
therr iniquities whereby they have ſinned, and where- 
by they have tranſgreſſed againſt me. Here we 
have a promile of purification, as well as a pro- 
miſe of pardon, and indeed theſe two always go 
together. Whom God cleanſes from the _ 

of ſin, he delivers from the power of fin, and 


83 dleanſos 
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cleanſes from the pollution of ſin. When * 

promiſed to bring back the Jews to the land 
which he gave to their fathers, he promiſed at 
the ſame time to ſave them from all their un- 
cleanneſſes; Ezek. xxxvi.. 28, 29. Ye ſhall dwell 
in the land which I gave to your fathers, and ye 
ſhall be my people, and I will be your God. I will 
alſo ſave you from all your uncleanneſſes, and I will 
call for the corn and iner. it, and lay no Jy 
upon you. 

When the anger of the Lord 1 is turned away 
from a particular ſoul, he always purifies! it from 
ſin. Sanctification ever accompanies Juſtifica- 
tion. And when the anger of God is turned 
away from a nation, or people, he pours out 
upon them his Spirit, as a Spirit of faith, repent- 
ance and reformation. But while they continue 
obſtinate in their ſinful and backſliding courſes, 
they may know for certain, that his anger is 
not turned away, but that his hand is ſtretched 

out againſt them ſil. Is not this the caſe with 
us at this day? Has not a deluge of impiety 
and profaneneſs over- ſpread the whole land ? 
Do not irreligion, the neglect of God's worſhip 
in families and in ſecret, contempt of the word 
and ordinances of God, and a rooted enmity 
againſt the power of godlineſs, almoſt univer- 
ſally take place? Are not the moſt daring pro- 
fanation of the name of God by ordinary curſ- 
ing and ſwearing, breach of ſabbath, fornica- 
tion, whoredom, adultery, and all kinds of un- 

| cleanneſs, 
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cleanneſs, ſins common among us, and the prac- 
tice of them perſiſted in, without any token of 
repentance ? And though all are not left to run 
to the ſame exceſſes of riot, or chargeable with 
thoſe palpable breaches of the divine law juſt 
now mentioned, Where are the perſons to be 
found who have an affecting ſenſe of the diſ- 
honour done to God by theſe, and the like no- 
torious tranſgreſſions of his law; or who mourn 
for the abominations done in the midſt of us? 
By not mourning for the ſins of others, men 
become chargeable, in ſome meafure, with the 
guilt contracted by them; and who can ſay they 
are innocent in this reſpect ? All being guilty 
one way or other, the Lord is angry with all. 
He is angry with them who commit the abo- 
minations we have juſt now mentioned, or others 
of a like nature; and he 1s angry with thoſe 
who ſee and hear of them, and do not lament 
them, or bear any ſuitable teſtimony againſt 
them. Thus Wrath is upon all the multitude 
thereof. The guilt of fins committed by a few 
may ſometimes be chargeable upon a whole na- 
tion. It is chargeable upon magiſtrates, when 
they do not exert their power and authority for 
ſuppreſſing open vice and wickedneſs, but ſuf- 
fer them to be committed with impunity. It 
is chargeable upon miniſters of the Goſpel, 
when they do not faithfully reprove the finners, 
and warn them of their danger; much more 
when TOP flatter them in their finful courſes, 
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and propheſy unto them ſmooth things, whale 
they perliſt in the practice of iniquity. It is 

chargeable upon others, when they do not uſe 
their endeavours for preventing the commiſſion 
of fin, or are not grieved for the diſhonour 
done to God by it ; much more when they do 
in any manner encourage, or countenance the 
practice of it. When the inhabitants of a land 
are all guilty in one or other of theſe reſpects, 
God may juſtly contend with all, and viſit them 
with national judgments and calamities; ſuch as 
will make them to know what they would not 
believe and conſider before, that it is indeed an 
evil thing and bitter, that they have forſaken 
the Lord, and that his fear was not in them, 
fer. ii. 19. 


We may certainly know that God is angry 
with a nation, or people, when all orders and 
degrees of men among them contribute to the 
national guilt. When princes and magiſtrates 
do ſo, either by committing the ſame ſins as 
others, in which caſe their guilt is peculiarly 
aggravated; or by neglecting to exerciſe their 
power for the puniſhment of evil doers. When 
miniſters of the goſpel, or thoſe who bear that 
character, do ſo by neglecting the duties of their 
function; by not endeavouring to inſtruct their 
hearers concerning their duty, and warn them 
of their danger, when they continue in the Prac- 
tice of lin; by not exerciſing the diſcipline of 
the church for the recovery of thoſe who have 


offended, 
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offended, but retaining ſuck in her communion 


as are a reproach to the chriſtian name. And 
if the paſtors of the church may contract great 
guilt intheſe reſpects, they are much more guilty, 
when, by their own irregular and diffolute lives, 
they ſet a bad example before others, like the 
Jewiſh prophets. of old, againſt whom awful 
threatnings are denounced, Jer. xxiii. 14, 15. 
1 have ſeen in the prophets of Feruſalem an horri- 
Ble thing : they commit adultery, and walk in lies : 
they ftrengthen alſo the hands of evil doers, that 
none doth return from his wickedneſs : they are all 
of them unto me as Sodom, and the inhabitants 
- thereof as Gemorrah. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts concerning the prophets, Behold Iwill feed 
them with wormwood, and make them drink the 
water of gall: for from the prophets of Jeruſalem 
is profaneneſs gone forth into all the land. When 
- maſters of families behave unſuitably in their 
ſtations, and ſervants act undutifully in their 
ſtations; when men in different ſtations not only 
neglect the duties incumbent upon them, but 
act a part quite contrary to what God requires 
of them in his word, they add to the national 
.guilt, as well as bring upon themſelves a heavy 
load of perſonal guilt; and provoke the Lord 
to viſit them with nn. as well as perſonal 
judgments. | 


When princes and 1 oppreſs and 
tyrannize over their ſubjects; when ſubjects are 


diſobedient and rebellious ; ; when miniſters. of 


the 
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the Goſpel neglect to watch over the uh com- 
mitted. to their charge; to inſtru& them from 
the word of the Lord concerning their duty, 
and to warn them of their danger while they 
are walking in the ways of ſin ; when the peo- 
ple deſpiſe or ſlight all falutary inſtructions and 
admonitions that are given them, and obſti- 
nately perſiſt in their evil courſes, it is too evi- 
dent that the Lord is angry with them all. 
When all ſorts of perſons do thus contribute to 
the national. guilt, it is juſt that they ſhare in 
thoſe judgments and calamities by which God 
| uſes to puniſh. national ſins, There was a godly 
remnant in Judah and Jeruſalem that had been 
enabled in ſome meaſure to keep their garments 
clean; yet they acknowledge that they had been 
acceſſary to the general provocation; Ja. Ixiv. 
6, 7. Me are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, and we all do fade 
as a leaf, and our iniquities like the wind have 
taten us away. And there is none that calleth upon 
thy name, that ftirreth up himſelf to take hold of 
thee: for thou haſt hid thy face from us, and haſt 
conſumed us, becauſe of our iniguities. It was fore- 
cold, that even they ſhould remember their own 
evil ways, and their doings that were not good; 
and that they, ſhauld loath themſelves in their 
own ſight, for their iniquities, and for their 
abominations s Exzek. xxxvi. 31. None who 
mourn aright for the ſins of others, will plead 
| not * themſelves. On the other hand, they 


will 
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will ſee more evil in themſelves than in any | 


other, even the moſt notorious tranigreſſors, 


They will not, like the haughty phariſee, count | 


themſelves better than others; but will be 
ready to acknowledge with the humble pabli- 
can, and penitent apoſtle, that they are the 
chief of ſinners“. They may lament the ſins of 
others, but they loatb and abber themſelves on 
account of their own fins. 

2. It is an evidence that God is angry with 
the whole body of a profeſſing people, when he 
vilits them with national judgments and cala- 
mities. God never puniſhes any without juſt 
| cauſe. When he puniſhes particular perſons, 
he doth it for their perſonal fins; and when he 
puniſhes nations, he doth it for national fins. 
When therefore he brings upon a nation, or 


people, ſuch judgments and calamities as affect 


all ranks and degrees of perſons among them, 
they have reaſon to conclude that he is angry 
with all ; that there is wrath upon all the mul- 
| titude thereof. He may not be angry with all 
in the ſame manner. There may a godly rem- 
nant among them, as there was in Fudah and 
Feruſalem, who are the objects of his ſpecial 
love, and no more liable to his vindictive 
wrath. Yet he may be angry with theſe ſo as 


to correct them for their iniquities ; and indeed 


he ſeldom xiſits a popes with national judg- 
ments 


Luke xviii. 13. Hedi jor Ala, God be mer. 


ciſul to me the finner ; f "ou _ the 8 * ſinners; 
2 1. 1 5. 5 | 
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ments but when his own among them deſerve 
ſome ſevere ſtrokes in a way of fatherly chaſtiſe- 
ment. The ſame calamities that are deſigned 
for the puniſhment and deſtruction of the 
wicked, may be ſent for the correction of the 
godly. God ſometimes puniſhes impenitent 
tranſgreſſors, carnal profeſſors and hypocrites, 
by the ſword, famine, peſtilence, and other 


judgments of a like nature; and by theſe he 


may alſo chaſtiſe his own people for their ſins. 


But whatever the rod with which he corrects 


them may be, he ſtill corrects them in mea- 
ſure*. However ſeverely he may chaſten them, 


he always doth it for their profirF. 


3. It is an awful ſign of God's anger againſt 
a profeſſing people; ſnews that wrath is upon 
all the multitude thereof, when ſtupidity and 


inſenſibility under all the tokens of God's anger 


gone forth againſt them generally take place 
among them. When a people, or a goodly 
number among them, are enabled to diſcern 
the grounds of the controverſy that God is 
pleading with them; ſo as to humble them- 
ſelves before him, acknowledge their iniquities, 
and cry for mercy to the land in which they 


live, and the nation with which they are con- 


nected; there is reaſon to hope that God hath 
mercy in reſerve for them. But when there is 


a general ſecurity taking place among them; 


ſo that the moſt awful diſpenſations of divine 
Providence do not awaken and humble them, 


* 2 or 
I ſa. xxvii. 8. F Heb. zii. 10. | 


1 
or excite them to the exerciſe of prayer for pre- 
venting threatned judgments; it is an evidence 
of great wrath. When God was angry with his 
profeſſing people of old, and about to bring 
ſome dreadful calamities upon them, he poured 
out upon them the ſpirit of deep fleep, and cloſ- 
ed their eyes, ſo that they did not perceive the 
tokens of his anger that they were lying under, 
or the cauſes of the controverſy that he was 
pleading with them; but continued eaſy, care- 
leſs and ſecure, as if they had been in no dan- 
ger. This was the caſe with the perſons ane ö 
of in our text, the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and 
the people of Judab, in the days of the prophet 
Ezekiel. Though their deſtruction was deter- 
mined; though they had fair warning of it; 
though it was juſt at hand; they were uncon 
cerned and ſecure. Let the prophets ſay what 
they would concerning the judgments that were 
coming upon them, and by which their land 
was ſoon to be laid deſolate, they would not be- 
lieve that they were in any danger; or at leaſt 
not in ſo great danger but they would be able 
enough to provide for their on ſafety, They 
hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but 
walked in the counſels and in the imaginations 
of their own evil hearts, They obeyed not the 
voice of the Lord their God, nor received cor- 
rection; therefore the Lord rejected and forſook 
them, and they are called he generation 5 bis 
wrath; Jer. vii. 24, 28, 29. | 


1 
» 
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It is one of the moſt fearful ſymptoms in 
our condition at this day, that not withſtanding 
all the tokens of God's anger appearing in the 
diſpenſations of his Providence towards us there 
are few, if any, who perceive, or have an af- 
fecting ſenſe of them. On the other hand there 
was never a greater or more general prevalence 
of ſecurity, ſenſuality, luxury, and all kinds of 
diſſipation. Many behave as if they had made 
a covenant with: death, and an agreement with 
bell; as if they had nothing to fear from the 
wrath of God, whatever acts of wickedneſs they 
are guilty of. They act as if they would chal- 

lenge him to do his worſt. But they will find 
at laſt that he is too ſtrong a party for them to 
contend with. Do we proveke the Lord to jeas' 
louſy ?\ are we ſtronger than be ? x Cor. x. 22. 
4. It ſhews that God is angry with a peo- 
ple, that wrath is upon all the multitude thereof; 

when there are diſmal effe&s of his anger ap- 
pearing with all ſorts of perſons among themy 
in all ſocieties, with perſons of every character 
and condition. When princes and rulers are 
contemned and hated by their ſubjects, when 
they are left to take wrong meaſures ; ſuch as 
are prejudicial to their own intereſts and thoſe 
of the people committed to their care, and per- 
haps have a tendency to procure the ruin of 
both; theſe are ordinarily the effects of the 
Lord's anger, and ſhew that he is contending 
with them. When the prieſts of old departed 
out 


* 
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out of the way, corrupted the tovenant of Levi, 
and were partial in the law, God made them 
contempiible and baſe before all the people, Mal. ii. 
8, 9. The Lord was angry with Solomon be- 
cauſe his heart was turned away from the Lord 
God of Hrael, and therefore ſuffered his family 
83 under diſgrace; ſo that his ſon was 
Gated and deſpiſed by the people, and the 
kingdom rent out of his hand, 1 Kings xi. g— 
12. The contempt poured upon princes and 
magiſtrates by the people ſubject to their au- 
thority, is often an effect of God's anger againſt 
them for their negligence and unfaithfulneſs in 
performing the duties of their office ; particu- 
larly for ſuffering his law to be openly violated, 
his name and day profaned, and the moſt daring 
acts of impiety and wickedneſs committed by 
their ſubjects with impunity. If they were care- 
ful to honour him, he would honour them; but 
when they deſpiſe him, ſhew a contempt or 
neglect of his precepts by ſuffering the moſt no- 
torious tranſgreſſors of his law to go unpuniſh- 
ed, he juftly pours contempt upon them, and 

leaves them to fall into difgrace ; for, ſays he, 
Them that honour me, I will honour, and they that 
deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. 
When God withdraws his aſſiſtance from thoſe 
who miniſter in holy things ; ſo that they be- 
come negligent, careleſs and remifs in perform- 
ing the duties of their function; have no viſion 


from the Lord, know not as mind of the Lord, 
| and 


lle Ia li. 10. Lament. ii. 9. Jer. xxiii, 22. 
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and are. not enabled to deliver his 
declare his counſel faithfully, freely and 5 
when their labours are unſucceſsful; when few 
are awakened, convinced and converted under 
their miniſtry ; ; they have reaſon to fear that the 
Lord is angry.with them, and with the people 
committed to their charge. When a people 
profit little by the miniſtry of the word; When 
they continue careleſs and ſecure, ſtupid and 
hardened under the diſpenſation of the gofpel ; 
it is becauſe the Lord is angry with them, 
When God was angry with his profeſſing peo- 
ple in Judah and Jeruſalem, and about to bring 
deſolating judgments upon them, their hearts 
were made fat, and their ears heavy, and their 
eyes were ſhut; that they might not ſee with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, underſtand with 
their hearts, and convert, and be healed f. When 
2 nation is divided againſt itſelf; when one 
part of it is ſet againſt another, rulers againſt 


| ſubzetts, . and ſubjeFs againſt rulers, . faction 


againſt faction, rulers againſt rulers, and one 
part of the people againſt another; when a 


ſpirit of contention prevails both in church and 
ſtate; hen melancholy diſſenſions, diviſions, 


and animoſities take place in almoſt all ſocie- 
ties, both civil and eccleſiaſtic; it ſhews that 


the Lord is angry with them: Lament. iv. 16. 
| * anger * the Lord bath divided them, be will 


0 


T Ila, vi. 10. 


meſſage, and 


A 
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— thei: Are not all theſe effects of 
the Lord's anger to be found with us at this 
day? Hawe we not then reaſon to conclude 
that he is angry with us; angry with princes 
und rulers; angry with the nation; angry with 
1 magiſtrates; miniſters, and people; angry with 


judicatures civil and eccleſiaſtic; angry with 
congregations, families and particular perſons? 
Is it not evident, that torath is upon all the mul- 
titude. theotef'; ſuch wrath as without ſpeedy 


repentance is likely to iſſue in * 04 
Anon | 29 


5. It is an evidence that the Lord is angry 
"with a people, when notwithſtanding their ſins 
and backſlidings, obvious to all, and the guilt 

contracted by all ranks and degrees of men, by 
perſons in every condition; of every character 
and denomination, they continue hardened and 
impenitent, diſregard and deſpiſe all warnings 
given them from the word of the Lord, and by⸗ 
the diſpenſations of his providence; continue to 
add ſin to fin, and refuſe to return to the Lord. 
Notwithſtanding all the ſins committed by a 
people, and the load of accumulated guilt that is 
lying upon them, when they are humbled for their 
iniquities, and made to acknowledge them be- 
fore the Lord with ſname and ſorrow, there is 


ground to hope that there is mercy in reſerve 


„for them. Thus the Lord declared to backſlid- 
| | | ing Tfrael, that after all that they had done 
"CC... 
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againſt him; notwithſtanding all che awful 
threatnings he had denounced - againſt them; 
and all the dreadful judgments and calamities 
he had brought upon them; if they would re- 
turn and acknowledge their iniquity, he would 
ſtay his hand, and not procetd to the final ex · 
ecution of his vengeance upon them; yea that 
he would work a glorious deliverance for them, 
and bleſs them with ſpecial tokens of his favour, 
Fer. iii. 12—18. But when a people continue 
hardened and unhumbled, what can be expected 
but that God will execute his threatnings upon 
them, and deſtroy them without remedy? If 
they will ſtill welt contrary to him, he will con- 
tinue to walk contrary to them, and puniſh them 
yet ſeven times more for their ſins; add one 
Plague to another, one calamity to another, till 
be utterlyconſumed ; Leuit. XKvis 23, 24. 
When God was, about to work 4 gracious 
deliverance for the Jewiſb captives, he poured 
out upon them 2. ſpirit, of repentance, of 
grace and ſupplication. They were excited to 
ſearch and try their ways ; got a humbling diſ- 
covery of their own iniquities, and the iniqui- 
ties of their fathers ; and were much employed 


in faſting and prayer. We have a particular | 
account of Daniel's exerciſe this way, Daniel ix. 


and x. chapters: and we have reaſon to think 
that others of the godly in that period were 
| an; en in the ſame manner. When 


* a . 1 . 
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God is about th return ta a people in mercy, | 
they will be diſpoſed to return to him by true 
repentance. When they turn from their ſins to 
| him it is an evidence that he hay already turned 
from the fierceneſs of his wrath incenſed againſt 
them for their tranſgreſſions, and that he has 
begun to deal graciouſly with them. But when 
they continue hardened, impenitent and ſecure, 
- fo that no man repenteth him of his wicked- 
neſs, ſaying, What have I done? they may know 
aſſuredly that the anger of the Lord is not 
turned away, but that his hand is ftretched out 
againſt them ſtill; that they are in the ſame 
deplorable condition as the people ſpoken of in 


WE 
thereaf. 


6. It is an awful i melee r niger rant 
a people, and one of the moſt threatning ſymp- 
toms in their condition, when there are none 
to fand in the gap, to pray and plead with 
God for the averting of his wrath, and the 
dreadful effects of it, from. them. This was 
the melancholy caſe of © the people ſpoken of 
in the text at this time; therefore ſays the 
Lord by the prophet, I ſought for a man among 
them, that ſhould make up the hedge, and fland 
in the gap before me for the land, that 1 ſoould 
not deſtroy it: but I found none, Ezek. Xxii. 30. 
But was there not even at this time a godly, 
praying remnant among the Jews, both in the 

vo 2 and 


| eat their ſpirits, and that their minds were ſo 
darkened through the Lord's withdrawing from 


dend echte and in Babylon ? Doubtleſs ithets 


136 


But it is probable that there was a clout 


their ſouls, that they did not tightly diſcern the 
ſigns of the times and the grounds of his con- 
troverſy with that ſinful people, and therefore 
did not intercede and wreſtle in prayer for 


them, as they ought to have done. This was 


an effect of the Lord's indignation againſt that 
people; and as his own people had been ſome 
way. acceſſory to the national guilt, he might 
juſtly in this manner contend with them, and 


ſew his anger and diſpleaſure againſt them. 


ö 
4 


Sometimes wiſe as well as fooliſh yirgins fall 
aſleep ; and though in this caſe they may not 
Altogether neglect prayer, they will perform 
that duty 1 in a very cold and lifeleſs manner. 
That it was thus in a great meaſure with the 
godly i in Judab and Jeruſalem for ſome time be- 
fore the Badylonifh, captivity, ſeems evident from 
ſeveral paſſages in the prophecies of Iſaiah and 


Jeremiab; particularly, Iſaiah xxix. 10, 11, 12. 


Ixiv. 7. And how much this is the caſe with thoſe 
that fear the Lord, both miniſters and people at 


this day, may too eaſily be diſcerned. Some- 


times alſo a conſciouſneſs of much guilt lying 
on the godly themſelves, doth ſo intimidate and 
diſcourage them, that they are very unfit to in- 


oe: with God in behalf of a ſinful people, 
| | among 


W 


( 


among whom they dwell. Sometimes che ſpirit 
of prayer is awfully reſtrained, ſo that they can 
attain to little or no liberty in prayer for the, 
averting of threatned judgments. This is an 
evidence of great wrath upon a people; for God 
doth thus in effect ſay to his own among them, 


as he did to the prophet. concerning the Jews 
after he Had determined to viſit. them with de- 
ſolating judgments, Fer. N., Pray not for 
this people for their good. 

God may alſo ſometimes give fuck, plain, 
intimations of his will with reſpe& to the, 
judgments that are to be brought upon a peo- 
ple, as neceſſary for vindicating the honour; 
of his juſtice, holineſs, and other perfections; 
that thoſe who fear his name, have no free- 
dom to pray for the averting of them. It ig 
probable that this was the caſe with the prophet 
Jeremiab, and others of the godly belonging to 
the Jewiſb church: for it is obſeryable, that 
though that prophet often lamented the judg- 
ments which God threatned to bring upon the 
people in Judah and Jeruſalem, and declared 
that he did not deſire the evil day; yet we never 
find him praying directly that they might not be 
executed. In the xivth chapter of his prophecy 
we find him praying, that though their iniqui- 
ties teſtified againſt them, God would do for his 
name's ſake ; that he would not utterly forſake 
or break his covenant with them, ver. 7, 21. 


What he prayed for was granted, yet the judg- 
D. 3 ments 
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ments threatned were not averted. There is 
reaſon to feat that a people are miarked for 
deſtruction, when the godly among'theth have 
no liberty in praying either for the removal of 
thofe tokens of the divine diſpleafure that they 
are already lying under, or for the preventing 
of thoſe judgments that they are threatned with. 
After God had determined to viſit the land 6f 
Judab with the ſword, famine, and peſtilence, 
he declared, that though Mab, Daniel, and Fob 
were in it, they ſhould deliver neither ſons nor 
daughters, Exet. xiv. 12-20. God hath fome- 
times turned away his wrath fram a nation, and 
22 the execution of his judgments, in an- 
ſwer to the _ of his own people, But 
how deplorab the condition of a land and 
prog when * refuſes to hear the prayers of 
his deareſt faints, and moſt eminent ſervants, 
0 up m their behalf! 
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7 77 <6 <1 He. vid. 12. | 
= Lumen e all rbe multitude theref. | 


AVING. in the laſt diſcourſe upon this 
ſubject mentioned ſome things that are 


evidences of wrath from the Lord upon. a peo- 


ple, we proceed ſecondly to inquire, why God 
is ſometimes. angry with the whole body of a 
profeſſing people, with all ſorts of perſons 
among them; ſo that it may be ſaid, as in the 
tent, that wrath is upon all the multitude 
thereof. | 

In general it may be CO ILY that fin is the 
cauſe of the Lord's anger againſt a people, 
of all the affliftions, troubles, judgments, and 
calamities that are brought upon them. He is 
angry with nothing but ſin, and with none 
but on accqunt of fin. This is the abomina- 
ble thing which his ſoul hates, and which, as 


he is a God of infinite holineſs, he cannot but 


ſhew his anger and diſpleaſure againſt, We 
may learn from the context, what it was that 
proyoked God to anger againſt the Jewiſh na- 
tion at this time; for in executing upon them 
the judgments here foretold, he is faid to pu 


them according to their ways, and to recompenes 


pon them their abominations, ver. 3. 4, 8, 9. 


. Sin i is no leſs diſpleaſing to God now, than it 


Was when, by the prophet Ezekiel, he denoun- 
| 7 4 ced 


ced the awful threatnings recorded in this chap- 
ter againſt his profefling people in Juuabh and 
Feruſalem ; and therefore when the ſame tranſ- 
greſſions for which the Lord was angry with 
them are committed by any other people pro- 
feſſing religion, they cannot fail to provoke 
him to anger againſt them; and they have rea- 
ſon to fear that unleſs they are determined 
ſpeedily to return to him by the exerciſe of true 
repentance, he will viſit them with the ſame 
judgments. © 
We ſhall briefly mention anne of thoſe fins 
which provoke God to anger againſt a profeſs- 
ing people, and which he ſometimes puniſhes 
by bringing upon them deſtroying and deſolat- 
ing judgments ;' moſt of which were chargeable 
upon the Jewiſh nation, and all of which are to be 
found with us at this day, attended with ſpe- 
cial aggravations: and all ought to ſearch and 
try their own ways; for who can ſay, they are 
innocent ? They who would excuſe themſelves, 
and are leaſt ſenſible of fin, are likely to be 
found the moſt guilty. Behold, I will plead with 
thee, faith the Lord, becauſe thou Joe, Fhave not 
fi wned, Jer. ii. 3 th N. 
my T hen, the open and palpable violation of | 
the law of God by the practice of groſs immo- 
ralities, ſuch as profane curſing and ſwearing, 
ping, ſtealing, adultery, whoredom, fornica- 
tion, ſabbath- breaking, and the like, provokes | 
him to anger againſt a proveling people; and is 
ſome- 


— 
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ſometimes followed with dreadful judgments: 

| Hoſea iv. 1, 2, 3. The Lord hath a controverſy 

, with the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is no 

truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land, 

By: ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and ftealing, 
and committing adultery, they break out, and blood 
| toucbetb blood. Therefore ſhall the land mourn. 
- IS Jer. v. 7, 8; 9. How ſhall I pardon thee for this ? 
/ bow /erfthis ic, 268 frees bf ew 
- that are no gods: when I bad fed them to the full, 
they committed adultery, and aſſembled themſelves 
by troops in the harlots houſes, &c. Shall I not 

| vifit for theſe things ? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall 
* not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 
| Secret fins committed by particular perſons God 
will punifh in his own time, atleaſt in the other 
world; but open breaches of the law of God, 
when they are not puniſhed by magiſtrates and 
men in authority; but are either patronized and 
; encouraged, or tolerated and connived at by 

: them, become national ſins; and it is juſt that 
God ſhould puniſh nome th national judg- 

| ments. b 
h The open violation of the law of God n 
A daring contempt of his authority; and when 
no proper check is given to it by rulers and 
magiſtrates, the guilt of it is imputable to them. 
Is not the law of God tranſgreſſed, and ſome 

. of its plaineſt precepts contemned and violated, 

by many among us in the moſt prefumpruous 

manner? Is not the . day wages in pb 
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_ moſt daring rhanner by multitudes ? Is not the. 


| Gund of the moſt hideous oaths and horrid 
anprecations daily heard in our ſtreets, and in 
Amoſt all places of concourſe? Are not forni= 
cation, whoredom, and adultery become in a 
Manner common among us, eſpecially among 
perſons of high rank ? Adultery, whoredom, 
and other acts of uncleanneſs, were fins which 
brought deſolating judgments upon the Fewifo 
nation. Yet it may be doubted” whether theſe 
abominations were ſo frequent among them, or 
practiſed in ſuch a daring manner, as they are by 
many among us. Such enormous tranſgreſſions 
of the divine law might be in a great meaſure 
prevented, were magiſtrates. and rulers careful 
to perſorm the duties of their place; and to be- 
have as becomes thoſe who are inveſted with 
fuperior power and authority for this very end, 
that they may be a terror to evil doers, and for. 
the praiſe of them that do well“. But it is ta 
be lamented that ſome of the moſt daring acts 


of rebellion againſt the Majeſty of heaven are 


ſuffered to paſs without any animadverſion by 
thoſe in authority. Thus the ſinners are hard- 
ened in iniquity to their own deſtruction, and 
great guilt is brought upon princes, rulers, and 
magiſtrates, and upon the whole nation. 
| The rulers of a people do many ways become 
guilty of the ſins committed among them ; as, 
1. When they require unlawful things of thoſe 
who are e ſubject to their authority, and do in a 


great 
. Rom. xiii. 3. x Pet, ii, 14. 
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great meaſure depend upon them for ſubſift= 
ence to themſelves and their families. This is 
too often done. Is not the avowed profanation 
of the Lord's day ordinatily connived at by 
rulers ? Is it not frequently authoriſed by them? 
== Is not breach of ſabbath too often expreſsly in- 
| joined by them? The dock-yards and public 
6 offices under the immediate direction of govern- 
25 ment afford too many, and too plain proofs of 
this. What can be more diſhonourable to God, 
more provoking to the eyes of his glory, than 
for men to aſſume a power of diſpenſing with 
his law, and command what he has expreſalx 
forbid? To excuſe, or at leaſt to extenuate the 
guilt of this tranſgreſſion neceſſity is frequently 
pretended ; but as in ſame caſes this cannot be 
done with any colour of reaſon, it will, upon a 
careful examination of circumſtances, be found 
that in moſt every ſuch pretence is groundleſs. 
The guilt of fins committed by a people is 
+ chargeable upon rulers and magiſtrates,” 

2. When they encourage them inthe practice of 
wickedneſs by their owy example. 3. When 
they doin any reſpect patronixe and encourage the 

workers of iniquity, inſtead of imitating the 

* example of David, who would not know a wick- 
1 ed perſon; would not favour, give the leaſt 
' countenance or encouragement to any notorious 

2 tranſgreſſor of the law of God, or contemner 
1 olf his word and ordinances;  P/aim ci. 3; 4. 
mn 
Ane | 3 
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ciples of religion, that they may know what is 
fin, and what is duty; the danger of commit- 
ting the former, and the many advantages that 
attend, and follow upon the conſcientious per- 
formance of the latter. 5. When they connive 
at thoſe acts of wickedneſs which they have a 
power to puniſh or prevent. 6. When they au- 
thorife and give countenance to ſuch things as 
have a manifeſt tendency to corrupt the minds 
and debauch the manners of the people; ſuch 
as, theatrical entertainments, maſquerades, and 


ever is pretended by | ſome, never fail to pro- 
mote the intereſts of vice, encourage idleneſs, 
luxury, and every kind of diſſipation and ex- 
travagance ; and ſerve to chertſh, gratify, and 
ſtrengthen all thoſe corrupt humours, appetites, 
and inclinations, which are ſo prejudicial to the 
ſouls of men, and. which every chriſtian is bound 
to mortify; _ 

As rulers, both civil and eccleſiiſtical, may 
in the ſeyeral caſes juſt now mentioned, and 


others of alike nature, be chargeable with the 


guilt of thoſe fins that are committed by the 


people under them; private perſons may alſa 
in many different ways become guilty of the 
ſins of others; or atleaſt theſe may occaſion their 
contracting no ſmall degree of guilt. They are 
in ſome reſpects chargeable with the ſins of other 


f when by their untenderneſs and unwatch- 


fulneſs 


fubje&ro-their authority inſtructed in the prin- 


other diverſions of a like nature: which, what- 


1 


1 


C486 * 
fulneſs they encourage them to commit them z 
when they do not mourn over them, and teſtify 


and opportunities. uſe means proper for con- 
vincing the ſinners of the evil and danger of 


the courſe they are engaged in, and reclaiming 


them from the error of their ways; and much 


more when they do any way aſſt, countenance, 
or encourage them in the practice of wicked- 
neſs. If beſides the innumerable tranſgrefiions 
committed by men themſelves, they may in 
ſo many different ways become chargeable with 
ilt in regard to the ſins of others; what a 
WE] load of guilt muſt ly, not on the nation 
only, but. on particular perſons, eſpecially thoſe 
in a public ſtation, in a time when iniquity 
abounds, and the moſt flagrant acts of impiety, 
injuſtice, and almoſt every ſpecies of wick- 
edneſs, are committed among a people! 
2. The diſbelief, contempt, or negle® of the 
word of God, are ſins which provoke the Lord 
to viſit a people with deſolating judgments. 
The contempt of his word was one of the prin- 
cipal cauſes of the controverſy which he plead- 
ed with Jrael and the Jewiſh nation: and there- 
fore, ſays he, by the prophet, Since the dey that 
your fathers came forth out of the land of Egypt, 
unto this day, I bave even ſent unto you all my jer- 
vants the prophets, daily rifing up and Sending 
them. Yet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined 


| their tar, but * Few necks, they did warſe 


than 


againſt them; do not according to their ability 


— DS — 


mus thelr fathers; Jer. vil. 25, 26. It was be- 
caufe they  difobeyed and difregarded the voice 
4 G08 f in his word, that they are called the 
generation of bis wrath'in che 29th verſe of the 
fame chapter; The Lord bath rejetted and for- 
faken the generation of bis wrath. What was the 
principal” cauſe of God's contending with the 


Maelites in the wildernefs by various judgments. * 


and calamities? It was their unbdief, Halm 
bexviii. 21, 22. A fire was kindled again Jacob, 
and anger alſo came up againſt Tſrael : becauſe they 
believed not in God, and Faser not in his ſalvation. 
The Jews were guilty of many heinous fins 
in our Saviour's | time; but it was their un- 
belief and contempt of the goſpel that brought | 
final ruin and deſtruction upon them, as is evi- 
dent from our Lord's words, Luke xiii. 34, 35. 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, —bow often would I have 
gathered thy children to gether, as a ben doth gather 
Ber brood under ber "wings, and ye would not? Be- 
bold, your houſe is left unto you deſolate. Unbe- 
lief was the ſin which brought wrath upon them 
to the uttermoſt. This is a fin, the guilt of 
which 1s chargeable upon many perſons who 
are free from the more groſs pollutions of the 


world. Perhaps the gaſpe] was never more 
deſpiſed than it is by the preſent generation: 


The great falvation is neglected; the perſon, 
riddicoulticl, and grace of Chrift are lighted 
and undervalued by the far greater part of men. 

God may therefore juſtly-remove the candleſtic 


- . of 


(4) 
pel-diſpenſation from among vs. 
= Wey 1 in a way of righteous bene 
permitted the darkneſs of ignorance, error, and 
delufion, to have a dreadful ſpread a 


us 3 
and this, without ſpeedy repentance, is likely 
to be followed by the darkneſs of national de- 


ſolation and deſtruction. The Spirit of God in 


His word tells us, what churches, nations, ang 
particular perſons, have to expett for the con- 
tempt and diſbelief of his word, for lighting 
and undervaluing the offers of his grace: Prov. 1. 
24-—27. ' Becauſe I have talled, cid ye tis ye have refuſ- 
ed, I have ftretched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded; but ye bave ſet at -nought my counſel,” and 
would none of my reprobf : Talfo will laugh at 
your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh; 
When your fear cometh as defolation, and your Aer 
frattion cometh as a whirlwind ; ben Aare pag 
— cometh apon you. © 
Formality and hypocriſy JE! dns for 
| which God doth ſometimes awfully contend 
with a profefing people. The Jews i old kept 
up, and went throug the ſeveral forms of reli- 
gious worſhip. They offered many ſacrifices, 
obſerved the new moons and ſabbaths, per- 
formed all external duties of religion; and in 
doing ſo, fometimes appeared very ſerious and 
deyout; for they ſpread out their hands, and mad: 
many prayers. Yet all that they did was diſ- 
pleaſing to God, and ſerved only to provoke 
him r more to anger againit rote: therefore” he 
ſaid, 


« 48 3 | 

ſaid, To what purpoſe is the multitude of your ſa- a 

erifices-unto. me ?—Bring no mere vain oblations, 

Incenſe is an abomination unto me, the new fen 

and ſabbaths, _ the calling of aſſemblies I cant 

away with, it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. 

— And when ye ſpread forth your hands, I coil i +}, 

bide mine eyes from you : yea, when ye make many 

prayers, T will not bear“. Wherefore did the 

Lord reject, loath, and abhor their ſacrifices, 

prayers, and other ſervices ? One principal rea- 

ſon was, that their hearts were not right with 
God; and therefore they performed the duties 
of religion in a carnal, formal, and hypocritical 
manner. Hence they are called an  bypocriti- 
cal nation z and are faid to have drawn near 
with their mouth, and honoured God with their 
lips, while they removed their hearts far from 
him. For this God threatens to bring fearful 
judgments upon them. Behold, ſays he, I will 
proceed to do a marvellous work amongſt this Peo- 
ple; even a marvellous work, and a wonder ; for 

' the wiſdom of their wiſe men ſhall periſh, „and _the 
_ underſtanding of their prudent men ſoall be bid . 

f This threatning is accompliſhed when the pub- 
lic counſels of a nation are ſo infatuated, that 
the ſchemes formed by rulers for inriching, en- 

larging, aggrandizing, or ſaving it, tend only 

to impoveriſh, contract,  debaſe, and ruin it: 
which was evidently the caſe ſome years after 


this Feeney \ was s delivered, [ix the reign 
of 


£3 o 
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of Zedebiab, king of Judab. When eue 


are chargeable with the ſame guilt, they have 


reaſdn to expect the ſame puniſhment. - And 


are hot formality in the exerciſes of religious 


worſhip, hypocriſy, and a. wretched indiffer- 
ency about the things of God, ſins as common 
among us as they were among the Jews before 
the | Babyloniſh. captivity ?* Ah! how formal, 
cold, and. lifeleſs, are our praying, praiſings 
preaching, and hearing, for the moſt part! Ir 


is hard to determine, whether the ignorant and 


profane, by indulging themſelves in ſenſual de- 
lights, and ſinful pleaſures; or profeſſors of re- 
ligion, by worſhipping God in a cuſtomary, 
careleſs and hypocritical manner, contract the 
greateſt guilt. Some perhaps are proud of theit 
duties and religious ſervices, when, had they 
4 fight view of them, they would ſee that they 
dught to be put in the roll of their (greateſt 


provocations. The charge brought againſt the 


Araeliles, Pfal. bexyiii. 36, 37. we fear, is too 
applicable to many profeſſors of religion in our 


day: They' did flatter bim with their mouth, and 


they lied to bim with their . 
Was not right with bim. 1114. 10 
4. Unfruitfulngſs under the means << grace 
ſometimes is the cauſe of deſolating j 
When God's vineyard of old did not bring forth 
fruit anſwerable to the pains taken on it, he 
threatened to lay it waſte, J. v. 4, 5, 6. What 
| Mert W a — __— that I 


For their beart 


"ob 
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ts. 


 thereaf, aud it foall be caten ap: aud break d 
tbe mall thereof, and it fhall be trodden down. 


in the vineyard continue barren, 
wrath, Matt. iii. 10. but when the whole vine“ 
ways in which God puniſhes barrenneſs under 


the diſpenſation of the gofpel. Sometimes he 
doth it by withdrawing the influences of his 


0 ) 
Have nat done in it? Wherefore when Lleokel that 


ii ſhould bring forth grapes, ' brought it forth wild 
(grapes? And nom go to; I will teil you what I 


will du to my vineyard; I will take away the bedge 


aud I will lay ir waſte. 


When particular trees 
God will in 
his on time cut them down by fickneſs and 
death, and caſt them inte the fire of hib 


yard, ar moſt of the trees in it remain anfruit- 
ful, there is reaſow to fear that he IL take away 
the hedge thereof, and lay it waſte by national 
judgements and calamities. Thore are various 


Spirit, ſo that a people profit not by his word 
and ordinances diſpenſed among them, but be. 


: come more and more blind, hardened, ſtupid; 


careleſs, and cure. Sometimes he doth it by 


permitting 2 ſpirit of errer and delufion ts 


prevail among them. Becauſe they received 


not che love of the truth that chey might he 


faved, God ſends chem ſtrong deluſions, that 


they aud believe lies. Ide hath frequently 


done it. byremovitg zhe.candieftick of a goſpel 


- diſpenſation fromamongthemzandaltogerherun- 
chunching them, as he didcheFawiſochuroh, and 
e * 3 


botn 


6305 
both in ie und 446572) ald ſomeelmes he 4th 
it by temporal judgments and calamities, ſuch 
as che ſword, famine, and peſtilence. We 
mall only Gbſer ve here, that of the Judgraents 
juſt now mentioned, the former ate often Pre- 
fages of che latter. When God withdraws 
kis' ſpiritual and gracious preſence from a 
ehurchy there is ground to fear that he may 
ſoon remove the ouỹHward tokens and fymbols 
of it: and the efficacy and energy of erfor 
ſowetimes ripen a people for” utter ruin ue 
deſtruQion. | A als OSD rec: 20, ded. 2 

bs Another ſin which ER the Lord W 
viſie a-people with deſoHting judgments, is in- 
corrigibleneſs under leſſer ſtrokes of — — 


deſigned to warn them of what they may ex. 
pect if they ſtill perſiſt in a conrſe of wicked 
neſs. We read; Amos rv. of ſome fearful judg- 
ments bought upon Jae), or the ten tribes, o 
awaktn them out of their ſeeurity, and excite 
then 20 repentarice; but they ſtill continued 
impenitent and incorrigible; therefore God 
chreatned te puniſh them in a ſtill more awful 
manner; to viſit- them with nameſefs judg- 
ments; ver. 12.— Tur will I do unto thee, O . 
rar: and becauſe I will do this unto thee, prepare 
to meet thy God, O Tract. Becauſe Trae! turned 
not to him that ſmote them, nor ſought the 
 kved of hoſts, he'dedlartd by the prophet that 
hie would cur off from them, bead am taff, 
baer Iſa. ix. IX. 13. 14 And 


(25 


the wiſe 92 
rows, deneth Mie. neck, ſhall fuddenly 
deftroyed, ond... that without ; ; remedy, 


„. XXix. 1. As in the caſe of particular per- 


ſons, obſtinacy and incorrigibleneſs in a courſe 


of fin are often followed with final and ſudden 
deſtruction fn ſo when theſe become univerſal 
among a people, they are frequently forerun- 
ners of national judgments and calamities. 

Sod hath for ſome years paſt been ſmniting 
us in this nation with judgments of various 


WET in almoſt all ape of our A2 ; 


| failures, in trade chat have taken, place of late, 
ſometimes occaſioning an ahnoſt general ſtig- 
nation of buſineſs, and the ruin of many fami- 
lies? He hath divided us in his anger; ſo that, 

through mutual diſſenſions and bitter animoſi - 
ties, it may be ſaid that every one fighteth 
againſt his brother, and every one againſt his 


neighbour *; and of late he hath: in a way: of 
righteous judgment permitted the fire of con- 


tention between us and our American colonies: 
to break forth into: a bloody and moſt unnatu- 
| ral War, the conſequences. of Which ate likely to 

he very hurtful, and perhaps may prove fatal 
to theſe Kingdoms. Hath he not alſb over-: 
thrown ſome among us, as he overthre S 
2 and., A dy ſudden and. uriexpetted 
Put A” 45 K th i, 5 e OY ſtrokes 


r 0 . Wh. * 2. 1 'i Ano. i. 11. 
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tells us, that be pho. being often 


kinds. He hath ſmitten us with blaſting and 


(53) 


ftrokes ; ſome by fire, and others by water; by 
, fearful ſtorms and tempeſts, and other ca- 
| lamities ? Have theſe diſpenſations no lan- 
guage ? Does not the voice of the Lord by 
them cry to a finful nation“? Do they not re- 
DAY peat, as it were with awful ſolemnity, the warn- 
| ing given by our Lord to all impenitent ſin- 
ners, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh f. After ſuch repeated and awful warn- 
ings given in the word of God, and by his 
providence, will not unrepenting finners, who 
BY {ſtill go on in their treſpaſſes, be 9 INeX> 
Ml | cuſable ? 
But though the Lord hach given us warning 
of our danger in the various ways now men- 
tioned, and been calling us to the exerciſe of 
unfeigned repentance, have we returned to 
him? Are there any evidences of national re- 
pentance and reformation ? Is there not on the 
other hand a manifeſt increaſe of luxury, ſen- 
ſuality, impiety, and profaneneſs ? What can 


we expect then, but that the Lord will proceed 
in his controverſy with us, add to our plagues, 


and puniſh us ſeven times more for our ini- 
quities? National faſting has been long almoſt 
quite neglected; and when it has been eſſayed, 
it has neither been appointed nor obſerved in 
1 the 7 manner, or after the due order; 
the civil magiſtrate in appointing it has acted 

1 virtue of fuch a a ſupremacy oyer che church, 
Ee as 

- -® Micah Vi, 9. 3 Luke xiii, bo 


(44) | 

as ; hay no foundation in the ward of God x 
and the people by obſerving. it have in effect 
conſented to this preſumptuous invaſion of 
the Redeemer's headſhip over his church, his 
free and independent kingdom. Our Lord 
8 Jeſus has been robbed of his royal prerogative, 
the liberty of the church infringed, and the 


power of appointing public. and national faſts 


given up to thoſe who have no ſuitable views 


of the cauſes of God's contending with a ſinful 


people, nor are diſpoſed to inquire into them. 


y this means the people are kept ignorant of 


the grounds of the controverſy that Gad is 

leading with à backſliding and coyenant- 
being generation, and are more and more 
hardened in their apoſtaſy and iniquity; the 
national guilt is increaſed, and an hypocritical 
and impenitent people ripened more and more 


for the execution of threatened judgments, And 


as national faſting i is much neglected, notwith- 
ſtanding many loud calls to it, or the duty per- 
formed in an ignorant, ſuperficial, and careleſs 
manner, it is to be feared that perſonal and fa- 


mily faſting, tho” duties plainly recommended 


in the word of God, and often neceſſary, are 
prattiſed | by very few. The almoſt total neglect 
of theſe in our day is a plain evidence of that 
1 general, inſenſibility that takes place under all 
1 the tokens « of God's anger gone forth againſt us, 


und ſheys that the Spirit of the Lord is awfully 


yithdrawn from the Protea ä | 
"a 5. Confi- 


w Zach. xii. —. 


| 
| 


— 
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tbey are very ſtrong: but they look not unto the holy 


Aa ond they 


1 

6. nne as e f Ars is a fin 
greatly difpteaſing to God, and which ſome- 
times provokes him to bring deſtruction upon 
a people. This was the fin of the cwiſß nation 
before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the de- 


ſolation brought upon the land of Judab by the 


Cbaldeant. See the charge Exhibited againſt 


them, and a'woe denounced againſt them for 
this fin, which did ſoon bring deſtruction and 
deſolation upon their land, Ja. xxx. 1 2 3. 
Wo to the rebellious children, ſaith the Lord. 


* that walk 10 go down into Egypt, —to ſtrengthen 


themſelves in the ſtrength of Pharaoh, and to truſt 
in the ſhadow of Egypt. Therefore ſhall the trength 
of Pharach be your ſhame, and the truſt it the ſha- 

dow of Egypt your confuſtorne. Similar threatnings 
are denounced againſt that people for the ſame 
fin in the xxxiſt chapter of the ſame prophecy, 
verſes 1, 2, 3- Wo ta them that go down to Egypt 


| far beip, and ſtay on horſes, and truſt in chariots, 


becauſe they are many; and in horſemen, becauſe 


ene of Hrael, refer Ter be alſo is 
words: but will arge f the houſe of the corl 
deers, and againſt the help of them that work ini- 
guity. Now the Egyptians are men and not 
and their horſes fleſb and not ſpirit ; when the I | 
Hall. ftreich aut his hang, both be that belpeth Batt 


neee, 2 0 f 
Pf 6 4 | | Truſting 
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Truſting in an arm of fleſh-is.4 ſin no leſs 
chargeable upon us, than it was upon the Fews 
of old. Do we not boaſt of our fleets and ar- 
mies; the wiſdom of our generals, and the va- 
our ofo ur officers, ſoldiers, and ſailors; as 
If theſe were invincible ; were ſufficient to pro- 
tect us from every enemy, and would enable us 
to conquer all oppoſition ? But what ſecurity 


can theſe afford to a people againſt whom the 
Lord of hoſts hath declared war, and whom he 


hath determined to puniſh for their iniquities ? 
In this caſe foreign alliances, and the aid of 
foreign ſoldiers, will afford them no effectual 
help, but rather prove a ſnare, and haſten their 
deſtruction. They who truſt in the Lord ſhall 
never be aſhamed ; but thoſe who'make crea- 
tures the object of their confidence, will ſooner 


or later find cauſe to bewail their folly. In 


them the awful threatening we have, Fer, xvii. 5. 
will be accompliſhed, © Curſed be the man tbat 
truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and why 
heart departeth from the Lora. 

7. Apoſtaſy from God and his ways is 
another ſin that is ſometimes followed with aw- 
ful judgments. © This provoked the Lord to 


cantend with Solomon, to ſtir up adverſaries 


againſt him, and rend the kingdom out of the 
hand of his ſon; 1 Kings xi. 9, 11, 12. The Lord 


tat angry with Solomon, becauſe his heart was 


turned from the Lord God of Iſrael, who had ap- 
peared unto him twice, Wherefare' the Lord ſaid 
if Q unto 


(97) 
 unfo Solomon, I will ſurely rend the kingdom from 
thee, and will give it to thy ſervant. I will rend 
J. it aut of the band of thy ſon. And ver. 14. It is 
| ſaid, The Lord ſtirred up an adverſary to Solomon, + 
Hadad the Edomite,—of the king's ſeed in Edom. 
The Lord did alſo ſtir up againſt him another 
ga cyerſary, namely, Rezon, ſervant to Hadadezer; 
F# King of Zobab, who did not ceaſe to vex him, 
and diſturb his government to the day of his 
1 death; ver. 23, 24, 25. For this ſin the Lord 
contended with the Jeiſb nation till their land 
was laid deſolate, and their cities burnt with 
fire; Ja. i. 5, 7. Why ſbould ye be firicken any 
more? ye will revolt more and more. Tour country 
is deſolate, your cities are burnt with fire : your 
land ftrangers devour it in your preſence, and it is 
deſolate as overthrown by ſtrangers. The Lord 
was angry with the church of Epbeſus, , and 
threatened to remove the candleſtickfrom her, to 
- deprive her of goſpel ordinances and goſpel pri- 
vileges, becauſe ſhe had left her firſt love, Rev. 
ii. 4, 5. and will he not be much more diſ- 
pleaſed with a nation, whoſe pringes, magiſ- 
trates, miniſters, and members of almoſt, every 
degree and denomination, have not only de- 
b parted from the purity of religion and reforma- 
tion once attained to, but juſtify their apoſtaſy, 
91 and even glory in it; who inſtead of paying any 
1 due regard to the warnings given them af their 
danger, and returning to the Lord, deſpiſe 
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and fotolia wheres eee re- 
proach and contemn thoſe who endeavour 
to bear teſtimony. againſt apron N 


corruptions ? 


8. Covenant-breaking is one of thoſe Rei- 
nous and crying fins which may juſtly provoke - 


God to bring deſolating judgments upon a peo- 
ple. The breach of a covenant lawfully en- 
tered i into with men is a heinous fin, Exet. xvii. 


| x5, 18, 19.- Shall be break the covenant, and be 


delivered ? —ſering be deſpiſed the oath by breaking 
the covenant, when Io he had given his hand, and 
hath done all theſe things, he ſball not eſcape, 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, As Tlive, ſurely 


mine oath that be hath defpiſed, and my covenant 


that be bath broken, even it will I recompenſe upon 
Dis own bead. See alfo Ames i. g. God denounc- 
ed terrible judgments againſt Zedekiah and the 
princes of Judah, for breaking the covenant they 
made wich the people, by which they bound 
themſelves to releaſe every man his ſervant, and 


every man his handmaid, and no more to op- 
preſs their brethren, as they had done formerly, 


Ter. xxxiv. 15, 16, 1). J made à covenant be. 
fore 10 in the boiſi which is called by my name. 
Bud 'ye turnad and polluted my name, and cauſed 


e man bis ſervant, and every man bis bund. 


maid, won he had ſet at liberty as their pleaſure, 


16 return, and brought them into ſubjoctian, to be 
unto you for ſervants and for handmaids. Therefore 
L... TY 456 Lord, ü. e anto me, 
„ * in 
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in n liberty, every ane 0 bit brother, aud 
euery man 40, his ' neighbour : bebold, I proclaim a 
liberty. far you, ſaith the Lard, to the' word, 10 
the peſtilence, aud to the famine, & e. 

If God doth ſo ſeverely puniſh the breach of 
' 2 covenant made with men, ſhall he not much 
more dreadfully puniſh the breach of a covenant 
made with himſelf? How awful are the threat« 
enings denounced againſt Judah and Ferufalem 
for this ſin, Jer. xi. 10, 11. They are turned 
back to the iniquities of their forefathers, who re- 
Fuſed to hear my words; and they went after other 
gods to ſerve them : the houſe of Iſrael and the 
| houſe of Judab have broken my covenant which 
I made with their fathers. Therefore, thus ſaith 
the Lord, Bebold, I will bring evil upon them which 
they ſpall not be able to eſcape; and though they 
ſhall cry unto me, I will not bearken unto them ; 
and again, chap. xxii. ver. 8, 9. Many nations 
all paſs by tbis ciſy, and they ſhall ſay every man 
to- his neighbour, Wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus unta this great city ? Then they ſball auſtorr, 
Becauſe they bave forſaken the covenant of the Lord 
their God. Our anceſtors in England and Feot- 
land did, above a hundred years ago, enter into 
2 folcinn covenant with the Meſt High God to 
maintain the purity af his worſhip and ordinan- 
ces, to keep his ſtatutes, and walk in his ways 3 
thus imitating the approved example of his 


eople in former times, both r the Olg 
= NEV 4 eltament A nbd But how 


ſoon 
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bo did the rulers and people of both nations 


forſake the covenant they had made with the 


Lord, and violate the engagements they had 
come under to him? They even arrived at ſuch 
a monſtrous pitch of impiety, as not only to 
deny the obligation of thoſe national covenants 


that had been made with the Moſt High, but 


pour the utmoſt contempt upon them“; and 
the rulers with the body of the people in both 
kingdoms ſince that time have violated them in 


many inſtances,. and frequently ated in direct 
contrariety to them-; yea many of-the laws now 


in force ſuppoſe that the obligation of them is 


wholly, annihilated. I know it is objected by 


not a few in this backſliding and degenerate age, 


that national covenanting is not warrantable 
under the New Teſtament diſpenſation. But 


till it can be proved that vowing to the Lord is 


not a moral duty; that it is not a mean ap- 


e of "ee for n perſons to a ſenſe 


* | | | 15 
IP > The Sol 13 and Covenant was, hb to an 


oct of both houſes of parliament in England, burnt at Lon- 


don, by the hands of the common, hangman, on the 22d day 
of May, 1661. It was thus, in a yet more ignominious man- 
ner, and with more dreadful and diabolical folemnity, burnt 


at Linlithgow in Scotland, May 29th; 1662. being the day 
which the Scotch parliament had appointed to be obſerved 


annually- as a day of thankſgiving for the reſtoration of 
Charles the Second, We forbear to mention the acts and 


laws paſſed during the reign of that bloody tyrant, by which 


tile ſolemn engagements that both kingdoms had come 


whder to the Lord were declared — ſeditious, 
and treaſonable. 


(61) 

of thoſe obligations they are laid under by the 
law of God to maintain the purity of his inſti⸗ 
tutions, and walk with him in all the ways of 
holy obedience, and for exciting them to a con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of the ſeveral duties incum— 
bent on them; and that there is nothing in the 
word of God which gives us reaſon to expect 
that nations. and kingdoms ſhall be the Lord's; 
ſo as to diſtinguiſh thernſelves by a profeſſed; 
ſubjection to the Redetmer, whom God- hath: 
appointed king over Zion, the hill of his holi- 
neſs, in a public national capacity, under the 
New Teſtament œconomy, ſuch objęctions can- 
not. be allowed to have any weight; and indeed. 
the propoling and urging of them, a 2s they tend, 
to obliterate any impreſſions of the obligation 
of our ſolemn ire engagements to the 
Lord, and harden the generation in their cove-, 
nant-breaking courſes, muſt be conſidered as 
making no ſmall addition to the national guilt. 
When we reflect upon the dimonour done to 
God by all ranks of perſons in theſe kingdoms, 
and the enormous guilt we have contracted by 
our treacherous dealing with him in the mat-. 
ter of his covenant, we have reaſon to wonder 
at his patience and forbearance towards us as 4 
nation, and to fear that it is now near a period 
and that the bloody ſword by Which many BY 17 
country- men have been already cut off in Ae 
rica, may be turned againſt the inhabitants of this 
. and es a. | comcmiliion” to p through” 
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England, Stotlend and Ireland to avenge the quar- 
rel of his covenant; Lev. xxvi. . 
Wie might mention many other fins. which 
bring wrath; and draw down the judgments of 
God upon a people, but we haften to aconchu- 
ſion; and therefore proceed in the third place 
to ſhew, that the condition of à people is very 
deplorable when God is angry with all rank of 


perſons, with men of every degree and dehomi- 


nation among r 8 85 wr 1 
multitude thereof. ' 


* Haying 


already de Gebo Monet 
to this'diſcourfe, we do not purpoſe to enlarge 
on this head, but ſhall. o þ a few 
things n FEE 

When the anger of FR Lord is gone forth 


againft a people, when wrath is upon all the mul- 


titude thereof, thei r. condition is miſerable. in 
many. relpetts; for the wrath of God eats, out 


ments, ſo that they have little comfort or ſatis- 
faction in them. Let them amaſs ever ſo great 


treaſures of wealth, purchaſe eſtates and poſleſ- 


fiogs ever ſo large, the wrath of God, blaſts 
them, and embitters all the comfort of them. 
2 ſpiritual privileges, the ordinances of 
pel, and the means of 1 are alſo 
WT { chat they, are not of an advantage 
to the far greater part, but only — to in- 


creaſe their guilt, aggravate their condemna- . 


_" ond e EE: future e more 


the very ſubſtance of all their worldly enjoy- 


. 
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diedaful and intolerüble.—In this caſe as Ky 
ordinarily become vexatious, hurtful ard o 
preſſive to one another. Every man's hand is 
turned againſthis brother; the hand of rulers 
aguinſt their ſubjects, and the hands of fubjects 
againſt their rulers. Nobles are ſet againſt fi- 
bles, miniſtets againſt - miniſters, profeſſors 
againſt profeſſors, and the moſt bitter — 
ſions and” NN ordinarity” 


counfels 1 and meaſures RI 
for che ſalety of the nation, for maintainimig ĩti 
inteteſt and pteſerving its honour, ſerve on to 
diftrels it and Raſten its tin; Inu. xix. 10-1. 
Further, When wrath is upon a people, any 
averdnten chat are vrought for theri tend 
only te harden them in ſin, and ripen them for 
more awful ruin. Is it not too evident, that 
cho deliverances lately wrought for us as a na- 
tion, and ous ſucceſs during the laſt war, have 
had no better effects? Has there net been a 
dreadful prevalence and increaſe of wickedneſs 
ever fihee? Have we not acted as if we had been 
eee work abominations ? Jer. vii. 10. 
Luaſtly, when God is angry with a profes- 
md people, there is -ordinatily fuck an awful 
ſuſpenſion of divine influences, that the godly 
| among them can attain to no liberty and en- 
19 | largement in prayer for the averting of threat- 
ened judgments. Thus God doth as 46a. 


unto them, Pray not ye for Ibis people, nei 


. ee d mats 


inter- 


— 
——ä—ĩ—ͤ—äk; — — 


frequently, ſeemed very ſerious and. devout, 
ſought the Lord daily, and appeared even to 


Pg { 64) 
interceſſion. for them ; for I will net hear; you, 
Jer. wii. 16. Pray net fer this; people for their un. 
Jer. Xiv. 1 
„We ſhall a thi diſcourls by l 
a few, inferences from the text and doctrine for 
our farther inſtruction, and for directing vs 
to make Gig ſuitable. ANITA of the 
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1. That a profeſſion of religion, and the per- 
len of religious duties, will not ſecure a 
people from 1 the wrath and judgments of Gad 
when. they continue impenitent, and obſti- 
nately perſiſt i in a courſe; of ſin. The Fewifþ 
nation in the days of the prophet Ezekiel ſtill 
continued to make a profeſſion of religion, and 
performed many external duties; yet the Lord 
was angry with them, and his judgments did 


ſpeedily overtake them. In che days of the 
prophet {ajah they offered many ſacrifices, re- 
gularly attended on the ordinances of divine 


worſhip in the temple, obſerved the ſabbaths, 
new moons, and other appointed feaſts, prayed 


take delight in approaching to him; yet they 
are called the people of his wrath, Ja. i. 1115. 
lviii. 2, compared with:chap. x. G. They greatly 
deceive themſelves who imagine, that their re- 
ligious ſervices will make an atonement for their 


ſins ; or ſecure them from the vengeance of an 
Nec holy, and, juſt God: who does not. 


much 


(6). 

much regard what men do, as what principles 
they act from in ſerving him. 
2. Hence we may infer, that God may be 
angry with a people while he continues to carry 
on a correſpondence with them by the diſpen- 
ſation of his ordinances, and the miniftry of his 
ſervants. Till Jeruſalem was deſtroyed, and the 
land of Judab laid deſolate, God did not ceaſe 
to ſend repeated meſſages to the Jewiſb nation 
by his ſervants the prophets. The word of the 
Lord delivered by them was. no doubt bleſſed 
to ſome, and made effectual for awakefnng them 
to a ſerious conſideration of their ways and the 
exerciſe of unfeigned repentance - but the far 
greater part remained blind, ſtupid, and inſen- 
ſible, held faſt deceit, and refuſed to return to 
the Lord; Fer. vin. 5. The diſpenſation of 
goſpel ordinances may be continued with a peo- 
ple, and God may ſometimes countenance theſe 
for the ſake of his own remnant among them, 
and the greater part of them be ſtill the objects 
of his wrath, and marked for deſtrution. 

3. From this text and doctrine it is evident, 
that a people do greatly deceive themſelves who 
think they are ſafe, and may hope to be ex- 
empted from thoſe dreadful judgments and ca- 
lamities by which God ſometimes puniſhes ſin- 
ful nations and kingdoms, becauſe there are 
ſome few godly perſons ſtill remaining among 
them. There were ſome ſuch in Judah and 
Feruſalem when God had n Beech 
: F 


miniſters and people. 


effect upon the hearers, It is not to them the 


( 
to deſtroy den by du Wool: famint, and peſ- 
tilence; yet they could not by any of their pray 
ers and ſupplications prevail for 


judgments threatned. — v — 
is own people in the moſt calamitous times. 


He can keep them ſafe, and make them eaſy, 


when thouſands te falling at their ide, and ten 
thouſands at their right hand; when the peſti- 
lence walketh in darkneſs, and deftradtion waſt- 
eth at noon-day ; Pſalm xci. 6, 4; And, though 


he will not deal with any of his own people in 
a way of vindictive wrath, he may fo far ſheyw 
his anger and diſpleaſure againſt them for their 


fins, by which they have contributed to the na- 
tional guilt, as to ſuffer n to nen a Guy of 
common calamity, 

4. Hence we may ee hi Teaſe why the goſ⸗ 

1 hath ſo little fucceſs in dur day, The Lord 
r with us. There is wrath upon the ge- 
neration ; wrath upon profeſſors, upon both 
ence the influences of 
the Holy Spirit, his awakenitig, convineing, 


quickning, inlightning, heart oonquering, 


beart-mollifying, and ſanctifying influences 
are withheld, When this is the caſe, the word 


preiched makes no impreſſion, has md ſalutary 


favour of life unto life, but the favour of weath 
uno deaths; and ſinners continue blind, hard- 
ened, unbelieving, and impenitent under the 
eue diſpeaſation of it; bk aa) 


WL 
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ance. upon ordinances, they only add to thelr 
guilt, and inaaſure up te erw wrath A 
the day of ur. 
= Hence feo, whar i 18 One a deen of 

all the diſſenſona, diviſions, and ,animgſities: 
that take place among us; that take place in 
Church and ſtate, in congregations and families; 
in almoſt all ſocieties, and among all ranks and 
degrees of men. It is the anger of the Lord 
that hath diuided us; and there will be na ſalid 
peaze, or unity in the truth and ways of God, 
till he Telly 5: e een ee A 
en higb⸗ Anni it 
= Hence we Abbe; what it thi thine did 
kindled the fire of contention between Gas- 
Britain afid her American colonies, which hath 
broke forth into ſuch 2 dreadful flame as 
threarens the deſtruction of both. There 
has been much altercation and vain Jangling 
about tlie cauſes and grounds of the preſent un- 
happy war between them, but few have been 
led to inquiꝑę into the true cauſes of it, our own 
ſins and the anger of 'ths Lord rr ie 
againſt vs. 
7. Hence we may ſee matter of 40 püt 
liation and lamentation before the Lord this 
day. Is it not evident that the anger of the 
Lord is gone forth againſt us; that he is angry 
with rulers and ſubjects, with magiſtrates and 
miniſters, with all ſocieties, and the whole body 
ol the rage” Is not lis anger againſt us as 4 
| | F 2 as nation 
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nation apparent in the awful and threatening 


diſpenſations of his providence towards us, and 
in the melancholy ſtate of our public affairs at 
preſent? Are not even our victories, and any 
ſucceſs we ſeem to have in the preſent unnatu- 


ral war with our brethren pregnant with miſ- 5 


chief, and preparatory to our ruin as a nation? 


Are not the direful fes of God's anger and 


diſpleaſure every where to be ſeen? Are not 
theſe apparent in the troubles that art at preſent 
diſtreſſing the nation ? Are they not viſible in 
our worſhipping aſſemblies ; in the coldneſs, 
deadneſs, and wretched indifferency about the 
things of God, that take place with the gene- 


rality of · profeſſors under the diſpenſation of the 


goſpel? May we not perceive them in our fa- 
milies, cloſets, and retirements? Are they not 
to be ſeen with the Lord's own. people; ; in his 
withdrawing from. their ſouls; in, the ſpiritual 
decays moſt of them have fallen under; in the 


reſtraint of a ſpirit of player; in their want of 


zeal-for God in; their negligence and remiß- 
neſs in his ſervice; in their ſinful fears an 
faintings, and many other things of a like na- 


ture? N bat meaneth the heat of this great 
| anger? Are not our fins the cauſe ? Have we. 


not. then reaſon to weep. and. mourn bitterly | ? 
Andi is ĩt not matter of lamentation,! that though, 
the cauſes of mourning are ſo many, and ſo ap- 
parent, we cannot mourn: but for the moſt 
part remain unaffected, hardened, inſenſible, 
and ſecure? 9 


. 


$, From 
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8. From this text and doctrine, and what has 


been offered to ſhew how applicable they are to 
our preſent condition, we may ſee how neceſ- 
ſary it is that all examine themſelves ; examine 
what is their ſtate before God, and what are 


the ſins by which they have provoked him to 


anger. The wrath of the Lord may be ſaid to 
be upon perſons in a twofold reſpect. 1. When 


they are the objects of his vindictive wrath. 


Such were many of the Jews; and ſuch are all 


hypocritical profeſſors and unregenerate ſinners. 


The ſtate of ſuch perſons is miſerable beyond 
expreſſion. ' All the troubles and calamities 
that they are ſubject to in this world are only 
preſages of that dreadful and intolerable wrath 
that they muſt ly for ever under in the other 


world; and if they fall, as not a few have al- 


ready done, by the calamities brought upon a 
finful nation, they will be immediately con- 
ſigned to everlaſting torments. Thoſe are ſtill 
under vindictive wrath, who never ſaw them- 


ſelves to be obnoxious to that wrath, and were 


never determined to flee to Jeſus, the only Sa- 


viour from that wrath, and fit down by faith 
under the covert of his everlaſting righteouſ- 


neſs; who continpe in the practice of ſin; who 
are ſtrangers to goſpel repentance ; who are not 


ſtudents of holineſs, and endeavouring in the 
ſtrength of grace to keep their garments clean 
in a polluting time, by abſtaining from everx 
appearance of evil. 2. The wrath of God may 


1 


therly anger, when compared with vindictive. 


(19 ) 


be ſaid to be upon perſons vhen they are lying 


under awful ſtrokes of his fatherly anger. In 
this reſpect it is fometimes upon his own peo- 
ple. Thus, becauſe Febo/aphat courted an alli- 
ance with bab, and aſſiſted him in the war 
againſt the Syrians, Jehu the prophet had a com- 
miſſion from God to tell him that there was 
wrath upon him from before the Lord; 2:Chron. 
xix. 2. And God ſays to the church, In a little 
wrath, I bid my. face. from thee, Jaiab liv. 8. Fa- 


anger, is but @ {3t#le'wrath. The effects of it 
may be yery bitter for a time, but they are not 
deadly; and, like all other things, they are 
made-to work for good to the children of God. 
It concerns you to examine | whether the trou- 
bles and afliftions that you are now under, or 

may hereafter meet with, be the effects of * 
dictive wrath, or only the chaſtiſement of a fa- 
ther. If they are only the effects of ſatherly 
anger, you will ſee them to be the fruits of your 
own ſin, and be diſpoſed to juſtify God, and con- 
demn yourſelves under your greateſt afflictions. 
You will be ſenſible that you. deſerve wrath, 
wrath without mercy, everlaſting wrath ; and 
that you never could do any thing to ayert;or 
prevent that wrath, Tour hope of deliverance 
from wrath is wholly founded upon the promiſes 
of forgiveneſs through the blood. of Chriſt; 


. Epbeſ. i. 7. Aſſurance of pardon through that 
4; 4 bio will not abate, but increaſe 0 ſorrow 


i for 


* 
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for fit. © Youlwill'moth for fin, not'only be- 
ealife it is Hürtful to-you; but chigfy becauſe it 
is difpleaſing to God, and diſhonolts him; and 
therefore you will mourn for the fins of others, 
as well as for your own fins. You Will often la- 
ment thEvickedneſs of the generation amoſſg 
"%  Fhom you live, not in a way of boaſting, or glo- 
* Ming over chem, as if you were better than 
"* they, but becauſe God is diſhonoured by their 
iniquiries. You will earneſtiy pray for God's 
freturn to a guilty land, and finful people, and 
for the averting of threatened and deſerved judg- 
ments; Pfalm IXxiv. 1, 2, 3. Js. Ixiv. 9—12. 
Fipally, hence we may fee what is the duty of 
all Torts of perſons among us. They ought 
carefully to obſerve the tokens of God's anger 


9 nr 088 64h 12 . 
5 appearing in various diſpenſations of his provi- 
a dence towards us; diligently inquire” into the 


_ cauſes of his contending, the cauſes of that 
wrath that is upon all ranks 6f perſons among 
tis, pen all the multitude thereef. They ought to 
conſider̃ their o Ways; acknowledge their ini- 
quities before the Lord; fly by faith to the atone- 
ing blood of a Redeemer through which alone 
they can obtain forgivenelsz amend their ways 
and doings by an univerfaand thorough refor- 
mation, and endeavour to g forth fruits meet 
for repentance, They arealled alſo earneſtly 
to wreſtle with God in prayer, for the prevent- 
ing of thoſe judgments which he may juſtly 

| bring upon a guilty people, a backſliding and 

\ | Covenant- 
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de his church and people 
„ out —_— 
upon them; that they may return to. him 4 
true repenince, and endeayour, "aa in 
is place and ſtation, to have the 1 WW 
from all thoſe abominations Which — 1 4 1 
voked the Lord in ſo many different ways, 1 
| ſo awfully to contend againſt us. If we were 
enabled thus to manifeſt the ſincerity.gf our re- 
pentance, we might hope that the Lord would 
yet be favourable to our land, forgive our ini- 
- © quities as a nation; turn from the fiercene/s of Þ = 
anger, and take away all bis wrath. But 
| ſtill continue, as hitherto we have done, yl 


and diſregard all warnings given us of our dan- 
ger by the word and providence of God, and 
perſiſt in our backſliding courſes, and in the 
practice of thoſe abominations for which Godis 
Now pleading a controverſy with us, what an | 
ye expect but ae and DE-> 
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—A— ILL A * ＋ * 
N * * ; | <6. att n PRC i HEE & 
* . * "bed 
* » % E/ 4 o i 
= - 


ened, and impenitent fy if we ſhall ſtill 4 3 


